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Austin Kelsey evaluates a motor.

El Molino prepares its students to get the job 
they want, in the career they want. 

After graduation, some will go to college, 
some will go to a trade school, some will enter 
an apprenticeship, some will train for a career 
certificate or license, some will go straight into the 
workforce. Some will become employees. Some 
will become employers.

“We want all our students to be prepared for life 
after high school with the ability to choose their 
own path,” said Principal Matt Dunkle.

It’s trendy to bemoan the loss of job training 
in U.S. high schools. But at El Molino, nothing 
could be further from the truth. These educators 
are well aware that the economy needs and well 
remunerates a vast range of skilled workers. 

This means students need to know the basics 
of English, math, social studies, and science. It also 
means students need to start acquiring specific job 
skills, with knowledge of workplace expectations.

This used to be called vocational education (Voc 
Ed), then regional occupational programs (ROP), 
and now Career Technical Education (CTE). The 
jargon changes. The goals do not.
Ag Ed: Essential Job Skills In Sonoma County

Agriculture is the foundation for much of the 
local economy, and 
ag classes at El Molino 
are building blocks 
for a surprising range 
of local jobs.

“Agriculture classes 
are not just about 
being a farmer,” said 
Jennifer Murphy, ag 
teacher.

Ag engineering, 
accountant, banker, 
ecologist, appraiser, 
pharmaceutical sales, 
feed sales, electrician, doctor, scientist, farm 
manager, equipment designer and sales, mechanic, 
heavy machinery operator, equipment designer 
and sales, welder, machinist, and business owner 
are all possibilities in the ag world.

Justine Bowers is an ag student preparing 
to study hospitality in college, for a career in 
event planning, perhaps at wineries, or in hotel 
management. “There are many paths,” she said.

 Junior T.J. Seymour of Cazadero is preparing for 
a career in forestry or logging. Earlier this year he 
and four other ag students attended the Redwood 
Region Resource Rally in Scotia to learn about jobs 
in agriculture and natural resource management. 

Construction Jobs In High Demand
Construction jobs are hot after the October 

firestorm, but even in normal times the region 
needs the workers teacher Brian Phillips prepares.

 “My main goal is to get them to a comfort level 
where they can walk right up to a machine and 
have the self-confidence to use it,” said Phillips, 
about  table  and chop saws, drill presses, lathes, 
routers.

As for woodworking skills, everyone starts with 
The Box. “So many people say, ‘I still remember my 
project from wood shop in high school,’” Phillips 
smiled. Students learn 3-view drawing and make 
a cut list with the dimensions of each piece 
they need. They learn cross cuts, rip cuts, dados, 
and rabbit cuts, working with measurements, 
fractions, percents.

These students can enter construction, start a 
business, or be valuable handypersons at home. 
“Wood shop teaches me how to work with 
my hands, manage my time, and manage my 
money, “ said Justin Schaap who plans to study 
construction management at college.

Culinary Is More Than Cooking
Chef Chris Correa’s beginning students learn to 

cook. But as they move through Correa’s program, 
they also learn to work. “I get them ready to get 
a full-time job right out of high school in the 
hospitality industry,“ Correa said. Students can 
also get Santa Rosa Junior College credits in his 
program and then transfer to the JC where Correa 
is an adjunct professor.

Correa teaches customer service, sanitation, 
safety, and nutrition. He teaches entrepreneurship, 
how to market, how to write a menu. He teaches 
budgeting, insurance, taxes, where the jobs are,  
how to apply, and how to handle lots of cash.

None of this is theoretical. Each student creates 
a one-day restaurant for classmates. At times the 
students run a twice-weekly school restaurant. 
About once a month they cater a community 
event, where they cook and serve.

Melissa Riley is a waitress at Fandees Restaurant 
in Sebastopol and saves for college. “When I told 
them I had taken culinary and hospitality, I got the 
job pretty easily,” Riley said.

Manufacturers Are Hiring
Sonoma County’s robust manufacturing 

industry needs workers in areas like beverages 
and food, machinery, medical equipment, 
semiconductor components, and electronic 
instruments. Project Make and biotechnology 
classes start students toward these jobs.

In Project Make students learn to build 
simple circuits, program with microcontrollers, 
and use the Onshape computer-aided design 
software to do 3-D modeling, to design items 
they can then build with a 3-D printer, CNC 
mill, or laser cutter. This can lead to jobs from 
fabricator to aeronautical engineer.

Building on tables remodeled by teacher Brian Phillips.

Hospitality students run a campus restaurant.

Soldering and making in Project Make.

Biotechnology is a lab-intensive course 
where students use sophisticated equipment 
to perform industrial experiments. They walk 
into the class, put on a lab coat, and get to 
work, just like a real job. Leading employers 
are wineries and research or production labs.

William DeGroot took two years of Project 
Make and last summer studied at the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. “Project Make 
helped set me on this path,” said DeGroot, who 
considers a career in engineering, product 
design, teaching or math research. 

For more career classes, see page 3.
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Two significant events affected our community and 
county this school year:   the horrific fires in October and 
significant budget cuts impacting our ability to offer the 
same number of courses as in previous years.  The El Molino 
family responded with over $10,000 to help those affected 
by the fires and with more than $75,000 to help ensure 
programs are not lost and all of our students have access to 
a diverse offering of academic and elective classes.  

Most people would be amazed by this generosity and 
selflessness.  I am not.  Instead, I am humbled. Again. Our 
community, our family, does not shy away from helping 
others, time and time again.  I do not take this generous, 
compassionate, and caring community, this family, for 
granted.  I’m grateful to be a part of it.

Lion Pride is strong. It is unwavering. It is relentless.  
Thank you to all members of the Pride for never giving 

up on our community, our school, and our family.  We will 
continue to face challenges, but we will prevail in providing 
all our students a great education and a wonderful high 
school experience because Together, We are El Molino!

Principal’s Coffee: Please join me the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:45 a.m. at the school office to share ideas.

A Word from the Principal
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To play a team sport at El Molino, athletes have to be 
scholars with at least a 2.0 grade point average. But 

many do much better than that.
Fall:  Half of the athletes had a GPA of at least 3.0, and 

28 percent were North Coast Section NCS Scholar Athletes 
with GPAs of at least 3.5. Four varsity teams were NCS 
Distinguished Teams with GPAs of at least 3.0: cross country, 
girls volleyball, girls golf, and girls tennis. Volleyball had the 
top GPA at 3.59. 

Winter:  Two-thirds of the athletes had a GPA of at least 
3.0, and 34 percent were NCS Scholar Athletes with GPAs 
of at least 3.5. Four varsity teams were NCS Distinguished 
Teams with GPAs of at least 3.0: girls and boys basketball 
and soccer. Girls basketball had the top GPA at 3.46.

Accolades for El Molino’s Scholar Athletes

—Matt Dunkle

Lion Lines

Publication of Lion Lines is made possible by grants 
from the El Molino Boosters, the El Molino High School 
Foundation, and the school’s site council. Past Lion Lines 
are available at elmolino.org.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION: West Sonoma County 
Union High School District policy prohibits discrimination 
and/or harassment of students, employees and job 
applicants at any district site or activity on the basis of actual 
or perceived race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnic 
group identification, medical condition, genetic condition, 
genetic information, disability, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, sex, sexual orientation, age, political 
affiliation, organizational affiliation, veteran status, marital 
status, or parental status. Please direct inquiries regarding 
district policies to any school or district administrator. 

Students Feel Safe at El Molino

 Senior Carly Hittenmiller signs a National Letter of Intent 
to play soccer at Saint Mary’s College in Moraga. This star 

athlete is also a scholar, with a career GPA above 3.5.

New ambassadors take a photo break during day of training.  

Where are they Now?

“This is a safe, warm, loving campus.” 
                                 — Keith Baker 

The 2017-2018 Iron Lions, Lacy Alberigi (left) and Lily Krauss, 
competed in three sports a year for four years. They are also 

scholars with GPAs well above 3.0 this year.

“Our community, our 
family, does not shy 
away from helping 
others, time and 
time again.”

In March the Oakland Raiders honored 
Krauss as their 2018 Bay Area All Star 
$5,000 Scholarship winner, selected 
from public schools in nine counties.

Students at El Molino often say they feel safe.

“If someone wants their kids to be safe 
and connected, they should go to El 

Mo,” said a teen in a recent survey. One important 
reason for the welcoming culture is the kindness of 
the students.

“This is a safe, warm, loving campus,” said teacher 
Keith Baker.

Here’s another reason: One out of 10 El Mo kids is 
a Safe School Ambassador, trained to prevent and 
stop bullying and violence in subtle ways.

Junior Holly Stoufer is a Safe School Ambassador 
because she understands that the teen years can 
be tough and she wants to help.

“We the students should be in the front of 
helping each other,” Stoufer said. 

Safe School Ambassadors is a Sebastopol-based 
program that trains students worldwide. El Molino 
has embraced the program since 2006. 

Ambassadors are selected from among 
diverse student groups by other ambassadors 
or teachers. They learn techniques to diffuse 
hurtful situations in a non-confrontational 
way, such as rebutting a mean comment with a 
compliment and how to intervene in cell phone 
bullying. Advisors are math teacher Brooke Bell 
and counselor Claudia Camacho.

This year Saul Onofre, El Molino All League 
soccer player, class of 2012, and math whiz, 

will graduate from Sonoma State University with 
a major in statistics and a goal of working for a 
professional sports team. Onofre put himself 
through Santa Rosa Junior 
College and SSU by working 
full time, most recently as a 
school custodian. “It’s hard, 
but there’s a way,” he said 
quietly. “At the end it’s well 
worth it.”  Well done, Saul!

The English Learners 
Advisory Committee 
are parents who meet 
periodically at El Molino 
to learn about school 
life and the importance 
of education. Activities 
include guest speakers, such as alumni and 
representatives from colleges and community 
groups, and field trips, such as to a recent 
workshop for empowering parents of English 
learners. Co-presidents are Alicia Montaño and 
Antonia Virgen. The advisor is Spanish teacher 
Jerod Brown.  All are welcome.

English Learners Advisory 
Committee

Come join some teams! Fall: Football, cross country, girls volleyball, 
girls tennis, girls golf. Winter: girls and boys wrestling, girls and boys 

basketball, girls and boys soccer. Spring: Baseball, softball, track, 
swimming, mountain biking, boys tennis, boys golf, boys volleyball.
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Accolades for El Molino’s Scholar Athletes

Center Helps Land Jobs

Businesses can’t survive today without 
people who have digital communication 

skills and know computers, film, and the web.
“I teach technology and communication 

skills for universal jobs,” said Seth Friesen, who 
has classes in web design, digital marketing, 
filmmaking, and media production. These skills 
look good on any resume.

Friesen’s students make instructional videos, 
develop content for web and video, learn 
pre-production planning, scripting, and story 
organization. They use digital camcorders and 
non-linear editing software, they learn HTML and 
CSS code, graphic design, Adobe Photoshop, and 
Final Cut Pro. 

They produce a daily TV news show beamed 
into every classroom, the only daily TV news show 

The Digital Workplace

All roads ideally lead to a fulfilling and 
supportive career,” said College and Career 

Center coordinator Amy Miller. That’s why the 
center bursts with activity. This year’s Career & Job 
Fair featured a dozen professionals in the library 

talking about careers 
while more than 30 
employers were in the 
gym looking to hire. 
Students took career-
focused trips to the 
Santa Rosa Junior 
College,  the Universal 
Technical Institute 
in Sacramento for 
trade skills, and to a 
food and beverage 

manufacturing conference in Santa Rosa. 
Presenters have included local electrical 
and sound apprenticeship groups. Multiple 
workshops included resume building and the 
Bite of Reality financial challenge by Redwood 
Credit Union. 

In the center students can also browse 
Naviance, an online program where they can find 
careers that fit their interests, watch videos on 
occupations, and research wages.

Sire Clark, senior, joined a field trip to a 
construction fair in Santa Rosa, and now he’s 
being trained by the North Bay Construction 
Corps for a career in the trades. The training is 
going to look great on Clark’s resume, Miller said.

“We are here for you!” Miller tells students. 
Check out elmolino.org/career.

Student artwork.

Sire Clark at Construction Corps.

Fine Art Teaches 
Workplace Skills

In today’s highly visual society, the fine arts are 
more important than ever, say El Molino teachers 

in art, dance, music, and theater.
In addition to their art, which has many job uses 

from product design and marketing to stagecraft, 
professional dancing, and 
teaching, students also learn 
valuable workplace traits.

Karen Ramirez is a sculptor, 
an influence that is leading her 
toward a career in engineering and 
architecture. But she said sculpting 
also teaches her to solve problems.

“It helps you with critical 
thinking. It helps you figure things 
out,” she said.

One of the great lessons of theater and music is 
teamwork, said drama student Jeanne Broome and 
choral student Michaela Cowles.

“Especially in the 21st century, there is lots of 
innovative thinking that focuses around team 
dynamics, and I think theater is good for that,” Broome 
said.

Natalie Milan said she learned perseverance and 
confidence in dance. “It’s not always easy. I’ve grown 
personally by sticking with it,” Milan said. “It’s an 
opportunity to step out of your comfort zone.”

“Being creative is not separate from the real world,” 
said art teacher Mary McGowan. “Creativity made the 
world we live in.” 

Editor Fateh Singh edits the daily TV news show.

produced by high school students in the county.  
Students assign stories, make news judgments, 
solve technical problems, learn news gathering, 
and on-camera presentation.

They can also take certain online courses with 
Friesen and get junior college credit for free.

Clay Serrano has helped with the website and 
social media for The Passdoor in Sebastopol, 
where he is an intern through El Molino’s work-
based learning program.

“I’ve applied my skills in a real world situation 
and I was able to see the effects of what I was 
doing right away,” Serrano said of his digital 
projects. “It’s a super cool feeling.”

Theater construction to begin this summer, pending board approval.

Work at a Real Business
In El Molino’s work-based learning program, 

Sophie Dassonville teaches her students 
employability skills, and then she mentors them 
as they job-shadow at a local business.

Senior Elijah Alter helps at People’s Music in 
Sebastopol.

“I’m getting good experience with customer 
service and how challenging it is to run a local 
business,” Alter said.

Students learn how to look for a job, how to 
write resumes and cover letters, how to dress. 
They do mock interviews in front of the class. 
They get a LinkedIn online account, and they 
study workplace computer skills. They learn 
how to introduce themselves, shake hands, and 
look someone in the eye. 

Then they apply for a job with a business 
that has signed up for the program, and in the 
second semester they work at least three to six 
hours a week, with an hour in class to problem-
solve and get peer support. Their workplace 
supervisor also evaluates them.

At least 15 students are taking online 
courses with teacher Carin Johnson this 
year. Some use the classes to fine-tune 
their college goals by trying different 
courses, to get more flexibility in their daily 
schedule, to make up credits, to graduate 
early, and while traveling to, for example, 
Spain, Hawaii, and Thailand.

Online Learning

Alumni Corner
Awards have rolled in for El Molino alumni at 

recent Sonoma County Harvest Fairs.
Shannon (Reis) Donnell, class of 

1995, was chosen 2016 Outstanding 
Young Person in Agribusiness. She 
is manager of Grower Relations and 
Vineyard Operations for Sonoma-
Cutrer Vineyards in Windsor. 

Krishna Hendrickson, class of 
1997, was selected 2017 Outstanding 
Young Person in  Agribusiness. He is 
Asset Manager for Capra Vineyards 
in Santa Rosa.

Steve and Joe Dutton, class of 1985 
and 1987 respectively, were awarded 
2017 Sustainable Farmers. They own 

the Dutton Ranch in Graton, Steve is president of 
the Sonoma County Farm Bureau board; Joe is 
chairman of the Sonoma County Winegrowers. 
They also are volunteer managers of the El Molino 
vineyard. Thank you, Steve and Joe!

“

Students are not paid for their work but 
instead earn high school and Santa Rosa 
Junior College credit, while getting real-world 
experience without real-world risk.

Elijah Alter works at People’s Music in Sebastopol.
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Frosh Champs: Jeanne Broome 
won El Molino’s annual Poetry Out 
Loud championship and Lydia Zelk was 
runner-up, both freshmen. Advising were 
oral interpretation coach Keith Baker and 
county Poet Laureate Iris Dunkle.

Go to elmolino.org to see the events and sports calendars in more detail, watch the daily news video produced by students, sign up to get the email news 
bulletin delivered daily to your inbox, visit our Facebook and Instagram #elmoyouknow pages, connect with parents groups, and more.

Commissioned Women: Natalie 
Milan, Catherine Martin, and Maggie 
McKelvey (l. to r.) are junior commissioners 
for the county’s Commission on the Status 

of Women. 
They work 
on issues 
f a c i n g 
w o m e n 
and girls.

You People ROCK: Thanks to Russian River Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence for 
their many and ongoing contributions to El Molino; the Russian River Rotary for $27,900 for 
2018 scholarships; the El Molino Boosters for being an incubator for Project Graduation and the 
El Molino Education Fund; the John Jordan Foundation for Chromecast streaming devices to run 
announcements on TV screens; and from Project Make, thanks to the CTE Foundation and the Russian 
River Rotary for two iMac computers, CTE for 16 Chromebooks, and one Chromebook charging device; 
Landmark Vineyards & Winery for advanced jewelry making equipment.

Tops in Her Field: 
Dance teacher Jolene Johnson 
is the west county high school 
Teacher of the Year for 2017-2018 
selected by the Sebastopol Rotary 
Education Foundation. 

Sing! Selected to sing with the Northern California 
Honor Choir at Chico State 
University in February, 
under famed choral 
director Jonathan Talberg, 
were Michaela Cowles, 
Jackson Flint, Joyce Tarlen-
Cahn (l. to r.) and Sean 
Kraft-Smith, not pictured.

Fabulous FFA: Mitchell Almind, Emely 
Guerra, and Destiny Harp got their State FFA 
Degrees, the state’s highest FFA award. Jimenna 
Sanchez won 3rd place in the county-wide 
Sectional Speaking Contest for Best Informed 
Greenhand (a “greenhand” is a freshman).

Summer sports mini-camps: El Molino coaches 
and athletes teach football, softball, baseball, 
soccer, strength and fitness training, volleyball, 
basketball, wrestling, tennis. June 15, 22, 29, July 
13, 20, 27, 9:30 a.m.-noon, 1-3:30 p.m., entering 

grades 4-9, $5, see elmolino.org.

He’s Travelin’ Again: 
Social science teacher John 
Grech is off to Ashland, Oregon, 
for some Shakespeare and other 
theater with four El Molino 
teachers, 31 students and some families. Then to 
Vietnam and Cambodia for three weeks with 21 
students and seven adults, with stops at Hanoi, 
Hué, Da Nang, Ba Na Hills, Saigon, Mekong Delta, 
Vietnamese highlands, and Angor Wat. Trips are 
not sponsored nor endorsed by El Molino.

Chosen to Lead: Marius Smith, 
left, was selected by American Legion 
Post 21 in Santa Rosa to attend Boys 
State leadership conference at CSU 
Sacramento in June. Luis Carmona, 
right, was runner-up.

APRIL
25-27 Wed-Fri: Art show, Wed.-Thurs 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 
p.m., library. 

MAY
3-5 Thurs-Sat: Spring Dance Spectrum, 7 p.m., Cafe Theater.
10 Thurs: Open House, 6 p.m., classrooms.
12 Sat: Stumptown Daze Parade, Lion’s marching band, 11 a.m., Main 
Street., Guernville.
17 Thurs: Senior Awards Night, 6 p.m., library.
21 Mon: Spring Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m., library.
22-23 Tues-Wed: Senior Projects, 5 p.m., classrooms.
23 Wed:  Spring music concert, 6;30 p.m., El Molino Auditorium.
24 Thurs: Day on the Green, noon, athletic field.
31 Thurs: Senior breakfast, 9 a.m., Northwoods Restaurant.
31 Thurs: Graduation, 7 p.m., athletic field. 
31 Thurs: Project Grad, after graduation, cafeteria.

JUNE
2 Sat: Forestville parade, Lions marching band, Youth Park BBQ, 10 a.m.
AUGUST
3 Fri: EMHS Foundation golf fundraiser, 11 a.m., dinner 5 p.m., Windsor 
Golf Club.

Project Grad: A Safe Way To Celebrate 
On May 31 seniors march across the grandstand, accept their diplomas, switch 
their mortar board tassel to the left, greet ecstatic friends and family ... and then 
disappear. They will be whisked by bus to a secret location where they’ll spend 
the night having the time of their lives. No alcohol, no drugs, no driving, and no 

deaths. “It was the most fun event of my high school days,” a grad said.
Since Project Grad began two decades ago, no Lions have been killed in a traffic accident on 
graduation night. To help or donate contact: dawnaree1975@sbcglobal.net, (707) 570-7878.

El Molino Calendar & Shout Outs

Rockin’ for Rotary: Clay Serrano 
and Nik Stires (l. to r.) won the Russian River 
Rotary’s Service Above Self award this year 
for several years of website, marketing, and 

other  volunteer 
help with the 
Rotary’s summer 
Rockin’ the River 
Concert Series in 
Guerneville.

Goodwill Down Under: 
This past winter Sam Wilson-
Mietz joined about 20 others 
from across the U.S. to play 
baseball twice a day for two 
weeks in Australia and New 
Zealand with the Goodwill 
Series, based in Santa Rosa.


