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El Molino Wins State 
Gold Ribbon Award
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El Molino is one of only three high schools 
in Sonoma County to win the coveted 

California Gold Ribbon Schools award this year.
“These schools are academically successful, 

vibrant, and innovative centers of learning 
and teaching,” said State Superintendent Tom 
Torlakson. “They provide great examples of the 
things educators are doing right – embracing 
rigorous academic standards, providing 
excellence and creativity in teaching, and creating 
a positive school climate.”

Judges were impressed with El Molino’s new 
Lions LEAP program, which helps students 
succeed in the A-G courses required for admission 
to a California college or university.

Whether or not students aim for college after 
El Molino, they can get a head start toward their 
life goals by embracing an A-G education, said 

Overheard on Campus
• “We may not be a big school, but our 
students are incredible and they rock 
our world.” – English teacher Bill Olzman
• ”I liken El Molino to a liberal arts college, with a 
small student body, a great education, and lots of 
opportunity to get involved.” – Principal Matt Dunkle 

El Molino has launched a 
new program to vastly enrich music 

education for area youth.
After revitalizing El Molino’s own music 

program last year, parents and staff realized 
the chorus and band could be even better 
if more incoming freshmen arrived with a 
strong musical background.

Enter Sadie Sonntag. El Molino worked up 
an innovative partnership with Forestville 
and Guerneville middle schools, where 
music education has been limited by budget 
shortfalls. Fortified by El Molino’s parent 
group Friends of Music, El Molino and the 
two middle schools have hired Sonntag to 
teach at all three campuses.

“Thrills-ville!” is how Guerneville Principal 
Elaine Carlson described the plan to expand 
music and link it from 5th to 12th grades.

The goal is for Forestville and Guerneville 
students to enter El Molino with the same 
music skills as students who come from 
middle schools that have stronger music 
programs.

“I really appreciate what’s going on at 
El Molino and what the administration is 
working on, in terms of the big picture. I’m 
really happy to be part of it,” said Sonntag, 
who has been teaching music to about 500 
students at Old Adobe and Live Oak schools 
in Petaluma and directing the Petaluma 
Children’s Chorus. 

Sonntag is a Petaluma resident who 
graduated from Sonoma State University in 
2009 with a B.A. in music education. She is an 
award-winning mezzo-soprano vocalist, and 
plays multiple instruments, including flute 
and piano. She co-founded The Vespertine 
Orchestra, an electronic and acoustic duo 
that performs its own music. She was drum 
major at Piner High School and had many 
friends in the El Molino band.

EL MOLINO

Principal Matt Dunkle.
Five unique features of Lions LEAP are:
– Students who take college prep English 

or math can enroll in a support class where 
teachers help them with the college prep work.

 Sophomore Gabby Higuera is taking teacher 
Kate Aldridge’s math support class for a second 
year.  “I don’t need it any more, but I just love the 
extra help. It is an amazing class,” she said.

– English learners can get specialized study 
help and exposure to college and career 

opportunities. 
– Teachers offer after-school tutoring and 

call the homes of students who are failing 
a class. Athletics provides tutoring for 

A. History/social science, two years.
B.  English, four years college prep.
C.  Math, three years college prep.
D.  Laboratory science, two years.
E.  Foreign language, two years.
F.  Visual and performing arts, one year.
G.  Elective, one year college prep.

The A-G Road to College

This year El Molino teen Dominic Piazza is one 
of about 30 shadow guides who take visiting 

students along with them on their day, to see what 
it’s like to be a Lion. 

“Their role is to provide a student perspective,” 
said Principal Matt Dunkle, who also meets with 
shadowing students during their visit.

When Piazza was an 8th grader at Rincon Valley 
Middle School, he shadowed at El Molino. He went 
with guide Macey Schondel through her day and, to 
accommodate his interest in digital media, El Molino 
also paired him with student guide Christian Ohlin 
for a filmmaking class. 

Then Piazza chose El Molino over Santa Rosa High 
School, which his teachers recommended, and over 
Maria Carrillo High School, where his friends were 
going.

“I could see the individualized help here,” Piazza 
said. Besides, he added, “My parents wanted me to 
be in a small school. The first time they contacted 

El Molino they talked to the 
principal. At a big school, you 
don’t get to talk to the principal 
the first time you call.”

To schedule a shadow, call 
Jessica Ayers at (707) 824-6570. 

Spend a Day with Us

Stadium Remodel

Remodeling of the  stadium 
began in July and could 

be completed early next 
year.  The $3.5 million upgrade, financed by 
bonds – thanks, voters! 
– includes synthetic 
turf with cork infill, new 
bleachers, press box, 
and terraced turf seating 
on the home side.

athletes and monitors grades.
– A bus leaves El Molino at 5:45 p.m. so 

students can stay late for tutoring and 
extracurricular activities.

– Campus supervisor Tony Massey 
distributes unsold cafeteria lunch food to 
students who stay for after-school activities.

 

A new late-schedule bus helps students with A-G academics.

Sadie Sonntag leads the band.

New field logo.
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Welcome to an exciting year at El Molino High School, 
a year when we celebrate our 50th graduating 

class, the class of 2016. This is a time of rich innovation at 
El Molino. Our teachers and staff are developing a number 
of new programs that you will read about in this and future 
issues of Lion Lines, each targeted to the specific needs of our 
students to ensure they graduate college and career ready. 

El Molino is a small school with big opportunities. At 
El Molino, no one gets lost in the crowd. We know our 
students. And we work hard to make sure each one of them 
fully experiences the benefits of being a Lion, by enjoying 
academic success, participating in our many extracurricular 
activities, and joining our outreach into our community.

Thank you for supporting your high school. Your 
commitment and belief in El Molino are our inspiration, and 
your involvement is essential to our delivery of the high-
quality education that makes El Molino such a special place.

Together, We are El Molino.
Principal’s Coffee: Please join me the second Wednesday 

of each month at 7:45 a.m. at the school office to share ideas. 

A Word from the Principal
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Golfers at El Molino are bursting with lion 
pride. Not only has the boys’ golf team won 

the Sonoma County League tournament two years 
in a row, and the SCL championship in 2014, against 
schools twice its size, but the Lions’ home course is 
one of the best 9-hole courses .... in America!

And to top it off, this fall the girls had one of their 
best seasons ever. 

“Our golfers are having great success,” said teacher 
Bill Olzman who coaches the teams with John Thomas.

The Lions’ home course is Northwood Golf Club, 
set among redwoods on the Russian River. It was 
designed by Alister MacKenzie, known for more than 
50 courses, including Augusta National and Cypress 

Lion Lines

Publication of Lion Lines is made possible by a grant 
from the El Molino High School Foundation, a charitable 
non-profit founded by alumni that raises money for 
programs valued by the El Molino community. It is 
supported by memberships and yearly fundraisers. 
Contact president Christopher D. Carver at crvrlaw@aol.
com. Past issues are available at www.elmolino.org.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION: West Sonoma County 
Union High School District policy prohibits discrimination 
and/or harassment of students, employees and job 
applicants at any district site or activity on the basis of actual 
or perceived race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnic 
group identification, medical condition, genetic condition, 
genetic information, disability, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, sex, sexual orientation, age, political 
affiliation, organizational affiliation, veteran status, marital 
status, or parental status. Please direct inquiries regarding 
district policies to any school or district administrator.

In September El Molino 
and Healdsburg played the 
first football game in what 

supporters hope will become a friendly 
rivalry between Russian River Valley 
schools of similar size. For the record, El 
Molino JV and Healdsburg varsity won.

Battle for the Paddle

Winning Golfers, Course

This year Tomorrow’s 
Leaders Today came to 

the west county for the first 
time and 20 El Mo teens signed 
up, along with 14 from Analy.

“I want to learn how to make 
a difference,” said El Molino 
junior Azur Ingrassia.

Tomorrow’s Leaders Today is 
a year-long program of career 
exploration and leadership 
development for high school 
juniors that exposes them to 
the people and institutions 
that make their community 

tick. After a day-long retreat in September, juniors 
are spending eight days throughout the school year 
interacting with the area’s most vital leaders.

First was Human Services Day, which focused on 
homelessness because 90 percent of the 34 west 
county students identified it as their main community 
concern. The TLT teens started at the Graton Day Labor 
Center where they heard from day laborers. They 
went to Food for Thought food bank in Forestville. 
They visited the Russian River Empowerment Center 
for the mentally ill. They lunched at the Guerneville 
Senior Center. They ended the day with a seminar on 

Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

Jessica Van Rillaer and Azur 
Ingrassia in a TLT team-

building project.

Olivia Farnocchia and Trevor Schaap enjoy golf at Northwood.
Matt Dunkle

Baseball: Lions made the North Coast Section 
playoffs. Jeremy Pearson and Mitchell Fricker were 1st 
team all-Sonoma County League. Pearson was 2nd team 
all-Empire.

Golf: Lions won the SCL tournament, advancing to 
NCS. Keaton Kithcart advanced to NCS Tournament of 
Champions. Kithcart, Cutter Dittman and Trevor Schaap 
made 1st team all-league, and Kithcart made 1st team 
all-Empire.

Mountain biking: Forest Murnane took third in the 
High School Mountain Bike State Championship.

Softball: Haley Millerick made 1st team all-league.
Swimming: All swimmers made it to the finals in 

every SCL championship event they entered.
Tennis: Andes Toruno advanced to the SCL finals and 

made 1st team all-Empire and all-league.
Track: Lani Gaspar set a new school record in the 100- 

and 200-meter sprints, as did Brian Schulz in the 3,200 
meter. Gaspar placed 1st and Schulz placed 2nd in these 
events at the NCS championships and advanced to the 

Point in Pebble Beach. Golf World magazine has 
called Northwood one of the top 9-hole courses 
in America.

“It’s calming to play,” said El Molino golfer Lily 
Dimond, who also likes the variety in the holes.

“It’s a true gem,” wrote columnist John Berry 
in the Lake County Record-Bee.

Meet of Champions at U.C. Berkeley. Both made 
1st team all-Empire and all-league. Gaspar has 
the 2nd best Empire time ever in the 100. 

Volleyball: Boys advanced to the NCS 
semifinals. Zach Gevas made 1st team all-
league.

All-Empire for 2014-2015: Athletes Kayla 
Allen in volleyball, basketball, softball; Tony 
Gemini, wrestling, football and track. Scholar 
athletes Jocelyn Santibanez, softball, 
swimming and soccer; Brady Lane, cross 
country and track.

Excellence in Spring Sports

homelessness led by experts in health and 
veteran care.  

Other days are agriculture, criminal justice, 
financial literacy, health care, government, 
environment and natural resources, business 
and media. Sign-ups are in March. See 
tomorrowsleaderstoday.org.

After a year of 
cheering as an 

Oakland Raiderette, 
Jessica Walsh is back 
at Santa Rosa Junior 
College continuing 
her education, and 
she is El Molino’s new 
head cheerleading 
coach.

“It was super exciting to be with the Raiders, 
but now I get to pass down my expertise and 
knowledge to the younger generation,” she said.

Walsh has years of dance and cheerleading 
experience, including four years of competitive 
cheerleading with the Fierce Cheer Elite in Santa 
Rosa. She was captain of Santa Rosa High School 
cheerleaders her senior year, 2012-2013. She 
cheered for SRJC for a year before going to the 
Raiderettes.

From Raiderette to Lion

Boys’ Soccer:  Dave Rosales loves soccer.  He 
played at Analy, and since 
graduating in 1983 he has 
coached for Western Sonoma 
County Youth Soccer League, 
Lassen Community College, 
Sonoma County Alliance Nor Cal 
Premium Soccer, and El Molino 
JV in 2005. Most recently he has 
been Analy’s JV coach for five years. He has F, E, 
and E/D licenses from the U.S. Soccer Federation, a 
regional diploma from the National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America, and has studied soccer in 
Europe. He plays in a men’s indoor over-30 league. 

Girls’ Volleyball: Kirsten Beseda, profiled in the 
winter 2014 Lion Lines, moves up from JV to varsity.

New Varsity Coaches

New cheer coach Jessica Walsh, 
center, with team captain Kasey 
Babcock, right, and co-captain Talia 
Sanazzaro, left.
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State Common Core standards 
began this year for high 

school English classes, but El 
Molino teachers have taught to 
these standards for years.

Common Core calls for non-
fiction reading, persuasive writing, 
close dissection of texts, evidence 
to support opinion, synthesis of 
multiple sources, group problem-
solving, and critical thinking. 

This differs from past state 
curriculum, which emphasized 
a student’s personal connection 
to literature, rote learning, class 
lectures, and multiple-choice testing.

El Molino teachers have long practiced the 
more intellectually challenging approach. “It’s 
aligned with what we all want to do, “ said Vice-
Principal Dani Barese. 

Here’s a comparison of the two approaches:
In To Kill a Mockingbird, Boo Radley is a recluse 

who scares and fascinates the children. Past tests 
might ask, “Have you ever had an experience 
with someone like Boo Radley and how did you 
react?” A Common Core test might ask, “Tell what 
you think Boo Radley represents and support 
your conclusion with at least three pieces of 

Common Core English Isn’t New at El Molino
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evidence from the text.”
“It’s more work. You have to 

think more,” said senior Kyle 
Jones, who moved to Graton 
in March from Maine, where 
teachers had not adopted 
Common Core. He noticed the 
new approach at El Molino and 
likes it.

In other changes, reading 
and writing standards are to be 
required in all classes, not just 
English, and more teaching is 

done electronically. El Molino 
classes are creating online 

communities with Google Classroom and using 
tools like Total Reader for assessment, Turnitin 
for writing, Excel for analysis, and Power Point 
for presentation.

Teacher Seth Friesen’s digital marketing 
students will produce their third annual 
Sonoma County Youth Film Festival at the Rialto 
Cinemas in Sebastopol this spring. The festival 
will showcase films that students have made 
in their high school video production classes. Past participants 
have included Analy, Healdsburg, Rancho Cotate, Windsor, 
Montgomery, Casa Grande, and Sonoma Valley.

Group problem-solving with teacher 
Laura Malcolm.

Students Produce Film Festival

Entrepreneurs are a key engine of the 
Sonoma County economy, and El Molino 

teachers are training the next generation.
Whether students want to start their own 

business or be a valued employee, teachers 
are developing their entrepreneurial spirit and 
giving them tools to succeed.

“Ms. Smith’s class got 
me thinking. I realized I 
could make a profit on 
this,” said Hannah Pieh 
about her handmade 
jewelry that she now sells 
at concerts and festivals. 

Her inspiration was a 
box of jewelry-making 
supplies in her Maker 
class and teacher Mary 
Beth Smith’s Profit Project, 
where students study 
small business finance. 

From Kayla Holdren 
who wants to open her 
own dance studio after college, to Ezra Acker 
who has already had his own summer business 
doing tree work and land management, to 
Anamaria Morales who has had businesses since 
she was seven years old and has “always thought 
that way,” El Molino has many students drawn 
to the independent path and teachers helping 
pave the way.

All seniors study economics, and in Eric 
Wycoff’s class they learn about business 
ownership by studying a food court and its 
restaurants.  Guest speakers like Evert Fernandez, 
a financial advisor and consultant with the Small 

El Molino, a School for Entrepreneurs

El Molino 11th graders beat county and 
state averages in the first Common Core 
tests taken April 2014. Juniors who “met 
or exceeded standards” were: English, 
El Molino 69%, Sonoma County 46%, 
California 44%; math, El Molino 42%, 
Sonoma County and California 33%.

High Achievers

Business Development Center, bring real-world 
know-how into the classroom.

John Novak’s wood and construction 
technology classes build and sell nesting coops, 
repair furniture, and build custom display 
cases, for organizations such as My Daughter 
the Framer in Santa Rosa, Napa Auto Parts in 
Cloverdale, and the county Office of Education. 

Chef Chris Correa’s advanced culinary class 
caters an outside event about once a month, 
including community functions and the recent 
wedding of El Molino alumnae Megan Kobler. 
The student caterers are booked well in advance, 
entirely by word of mouth.

Farmers are entrepreneurs, and ag teacher 
Sarah McMaster’s students budget, raise or 
make, and sell animals plus wood and welding 
projects (ag mechanics). They also sell floral 
arrangements, harvest and sell two to five tons 
of pinot noir grapes a year from El Molino’s one-
acre vineyard, and raise and sell crops from the 
school garden.

Seth Friesen’s advanced media production 
students run a TV studio, which produces the 
only daily high school news show in Sonoma 
County. His digital marketing students put on an 
annual film festival and make websites for local 
businesses.

All seniors must complete a Senior Project, 
where they get 30 hours of experience in a career 
or community service. “We’ve had students 
shadow local advertising agencies, hair salons, 
consignment stores, construction contractors, 
electricians, and realtors, with the goal of one 
day opening their own businesses,” said English 
Department Chair Laura Malcolm.

 

Klayton Kaasch makes items 
to sell through his business 

Kaasch Fabrication. He 
won “Outstanding FFA Ag 

Mechanics Exhibitor” at the 
Sonoma County Fair.

“Easing into El Mo”
New this year, junior and senior volunteers are mentoring 

freshmen. Two-person teams – a boy and a girl – meet 
monthly with groups of about 10 freshmen per team to discuss 
topics like how to develop good study habits and how to 
navigate relationships in high school. Freshmen must attend.

With 154 students, this year’s 
freshman class is the biggest in 
four years.

More Freshmen

Advanced Placement Savings
Last year 84 El Molino students saved 

$295,020 in future college tuition costs by taking 
Advanced Placement courses and scoring well on 
AP exams, said Superintendent Steven Kellner. 
Most colleges give credit for good AP exam 
scores. El Molino offered 12 AP classes last year, 
including the only AP Spanish class in the district.

New SAT Workshops
Students are flocking to workshops held this year by teachers 

Keith Baker and Kate Aldridge to prepare for the English and 
math Scholastic Aptitude Tests that many colleges require. 
Workshops meet weekly for six three-hour sessions. Content 
includes academic preparation as well as test-taking tips like 
this from Baker: “If you’re given a three- to four-paragraph story 
followed by comprehension questions, read the questions first!”

Pre-College Help at SSU
This year 19 El Molino students are in the Academic Talent 

Search program at  Sonoma  State  University, which gives 
them four years of pre-college help for free. They visit college 
campuses, get help with applications, and attend workshops 
on financial aid, career exploration, college planning, study 
skills, and ACT/SAT test preparation.

Program director Susan Wandling said El Molino students 
travel the farthest of all participants to get to SSU. “It’s 
impressive. Their extra commitment is apparent  to the ATS 
staff,” she said. See El Molino counselor Marilu Saldaña in 
February to apply. Habra aplicaciones en Español.

2015 Grads Off to College!
     Where they went by state – CA: Santa Rosa JC, Sonoma 
State, Cal Poly SLO, Humboldt State, Los Angeles State, Chico 
State, San Diego State, San Francisco State, Monterey State, UC 
Santa Cruz, UC Davis, UC Santa Barbara, UCLA, Empire College, 
St. Mary’s College. 
     AZ: U of Arizona; CO: Colorado State; MI: Lansing Community 
College; NV: UNLV; NY: Barnard College, Pratt Institute; OH: 
Bowling Green U; OR: South Oregon U, Linfield College, Oregon 
State, Portland State; PA: Gettysburg College; TX: UT Austin; 
WA: Washington State; WI: U of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.
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Best High Schools 2015: 
U.S.  News  World & Report ranked El 
Molino among the top 13 percent of 
all public high schools in the U.S. in 
May, one of only three high schools in 
Sonoma County so honored.

All that Jazz: This summer junior 
Anthony Paneno studied tuba and trumpet 
at the prestigious Sacramento Traditional 
Jazz Society’s Jazz Camp on a full scholar-
ship from TRAD JASS in Santa Rosa.

From the Heart: El Molino responded to 
the Valley Fire with more than $40,000 for the 
Middletown Mustangs from the El Molino Boosters’ 
gofundme campaign and gift cards, filmed by a 
CBS sports crew for The NFL Today show; 13 trailer 
loads of donations from El Molino’s Forestville FFA; 
care packages from Leadership; and much more 
from classes, clubs, and individuals.

Math Assignment: Math department 
Chair Rachel Lasek has been selected to help 
write the math questions for the new Common 
Core tests that grades 3-8 and 11 now take 
yearly in 20 states including California.

Deputy Baker: Teacher and actor 
Keith Baker plays a sheriff’s deputy in The 
Fixer, a drama featuring 
box-office hit James 
Franco and Academy 
Award-winner Melissa 
Leo. Baker filmed scenes 
with both stars in July 
on Green Valley Road 
and in Guerneville and Petaluma.

Go to elmolino.org to see the events and sports calendars in more detail, watch the daily news video produced by students, sign up to get the email news 
bulletin delivered daily to your inbox, visit our Facebook and Instagram #elmoyouknow pages, connect with parents groups, and more.

Web Design Winner: Senior 
Sierra Wu’s design was selected from 
among several submitted by El 
Molino web design students to be 
the official logo for the Russian River 
Area Resources and Advocates. 

STEM Scholar: Senior 
Cassidy Mountjoy was one 
of 14 students county-
wide selected to work at 
Sonoma State University 
this summer on a science, 
technology, engineering, or 
math research project. He 

got a $1,000 stipend to work with math professor Dr. 
Martha Shott on several math modeling problems in 
preparation for an International math contest.

You People ROCK: Thanks to Pete Stoufer for teaching our band how to march. Thanks 
to Counterpoint Construction Services, Quattrocchi Kwok Architects, Signet Testing 
Labs, Steve and Theresa Dutton, Argonaut Constructors, the El Molino Foundation, El 
Molino Boosters, and many more for donating the $9,800 needed to apply a school logo at the 
center of the new stadium field. 

Dancing 24/7: Senior Kayla Holdren 
was a semi-finalist and scholarship winner 

at the 24 Seven Dance 
Convention in Santa Clara 
in May – where she and 
the EM Dance Company 
also got high silver for 
their jazz piece. Holdren 

is one of seven dancers recently chosen 
to be a member of the DC Gravity modern 
dance performance company in Santa Rosa. 

Winning Filmmakers: Forest Murnane 
and Cade Van Stone’s public service announce-
ment Suicide is Preventable took a six-county 
first place in the state’s Directing Change PSA 
competition, winning them and teacher Seth 
Friesen a visit with state legislators in Sacra-
mento.  Their video Save Your Creeks and Your 
Plants also took third place in the Russian River 
Watershed Association’s 2015 contest in honor 
of Water Awareness Month.

NOVEMBER
7 Sat: EM Dance Co., North Bay Dance Festival, 7:30 p.m., Spreckels Center.
12 Thurs: Award-winning 2015 movie about American education, Most 
Likely to Succeed, 7 p.m., library.  Pre-registration required, 824-6412.
16 Mon: Fall Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m., gym.
18 Wed: School board, 6 p.m., El Molino library.
18 Wed: Friends of Music, 7 p.m., band room.
18  Wed: Ag Boosters, 7 p.m., room J5.
23 Mon: El Mo Boosters, 6 p.m., teachers’ lounge.
DECEMBER
3-5 Thurs-Sat: Winter Dance Showcase, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater. 
8 Tues: Financial Aid Night, overview of college financial aid, 6 p.m., library.
9 Wed: School board, 6 p.m., Analy library.
11 Fri: Winter Concert, bands and choirs from El Molino, Forestville, and 
Guerneville schools, 7 p.m. Cafe Theater.
JANUARY
20 Wed: Ag Boosters, 7 p.m., room J5.
21-23 Thurs-Sat: Musical comedy “Once Upon A Mattress,” adapted from 
the fairy tale The Princess and The Pea, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater. 
22-23 Fri-Sat: FFA Leadership Conference in Monterey.
25 Mon: Junior Parent Night, 6 p.m., library.
25 Mon: El Mo Boosters, 6 p.m., teachers’ lounge.
28-30 Thurs-Sat: “Once Upon A Mattress,” 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater.
FEBRUARY
1 Mon: Sophomore and Freshman Parent Night, 6 p.m., library.
17 Wed: Ag Boosters, 7 p.m., room J5.
18 Thurs: 8th Grade Parent Night, 6:30 p.m., library.
22 Mon: Winter Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m., gym.
22 Mon: El Mo Boosters, 6 p.m., teachers’ lounge.
25-27 Thurs-Sat: Dance Spectacular, choreography students and 
beginning dancers, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater. 
MARCH
2 Wed: 8th Grade Visitation, gym, (time to be determined).
3 Thurs: 8th Grade Registration, 3 p.m., library.
4 Fri: Talent Show, 6 p.m., Cafe Theater.

Leading the Way: The 2015-2016 student 
body officers are co-presidents Jordan Dutton and 
Ella Griffith, VP Julia Weggenmann, treasurer Noelle 
Terrero, secretary Joy Risley, school board rep Arlo 
David, rally commissioners Nathan Junge, Austin Sani, 
Tupelo Morris, and Ryan Fernandez.

Lovely Ladies: Anamaria Morales is the 
2015 Homecoming Queen. Sierra Fiddler and Kayla 
Holdren are her court.

FFA Goes to the Fair: Members of 
El Molino’s Forestville FFA chapter took two 
lambs, two goats, 18 swine, 13 breeding 
hogs, 10 meat birds, and five show birds to 
the Sonoma County Fair this year. Members 
placed 1st through 6th in either market or 
showmanship, and several members went to 
the championship drive for showmanship. The 
chapter group took second for swine.

Lions with Wanderlust: This summer 
Lions went to Costa Rica with teacher Miguel Craw-
ford’s Hopper Adventures for whitewater rafting, 
language classes, and homestays. Students and 
teacher John Grech went to Nicaragua with Global 
Student Embassy to hike a volcano, explore Ometepe 
Island, and help plant sustainable gardens. 


