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parents, students, faculty, and staff, led by Jim Walton, who 
advise Principal Matt Dunkle and seek to create a greater sense 
of community. (Read The Lion’s Roar at elmolino.org.)

‘We Are Family’

When the digital media de-
partment at El Molino 

recently asked students to describe 
their high school for a “We Are El 
Molino” video, all the students said, 
“It’s like a family here.”

“We never prompted for that 
answer, but every single person we 
interviewed mentioned it. We had to 
cut a lot of it out, because it started 
looking like we set it up,” said the 
school’s tech specialist Mark Ballard. 

He continued, “I agree with them 
that it’s a family here. It’s a family 
among the staff, too. I’ve been on 
many campuses around Sonoma 
County, and there’s nothing like El 
Molino.”

Press Democrat reporter Kerry 
Benefield picked up on the same 
theme in her February story about 
El Molino athletics, which she 
started this way:

“Black Sabbath was blaring on the 
stereo in the weight room but the 
feeling was more Sister Sledge. More 
‘We Are Family’ than ‘Iron Man.’”

What exactly is this family feeling?
“It’s a real strong sense of commu-

nity that makes it feel like a family,” 
said Molly Dungan, a senior from 
Forestville. “I see everyone support 
each other. I’ve definitely depended 
on people at El Molino for support.”

“In my family, we all get along. 
We can be honest and open with 
each other, and at El Molino we all 
get along like that, teachers and stu-
dents, in a very respectful way,” said 
Zonia Lopez, a senior from Occi-
dental. 
(See the 
video, 
which only 
mentions 
family 
three 
times, at 
elmolino.
org.)
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‘Come Plan The Future’
The door to the College and Career Center is w-i-d-e 

open and lots is going on inside, says Amy Miller, 
the center’s exuberant new director who joined the staff 
of El Molino in March.

No longer just a classroom for study and research, 
the center is being transformed into a place for teens 

to hang out and get the 
tools they need to plan 
life after high school.

“There are a lot of 
exciting changes at El 
Molino this year, and 
the center is going to 
be really different. It’s 
going to have a much 
larger presence on 
campus,” said Miller, 35, 
who pops popcorn on 
special days. “I want 
to be able to connect 
with each student,  
talk about life, however 
that might look, and 
support a plan for each 

of them.”
Miller wants to hear from parents, too. What do you 

want for your child?

Editor-in-Chief Harsimranjit Kang with Jordan 
Dutton, left, and Ella Griffith, managing editors.

In addition to the traditional tools available at the 
center -- aptitude tests, job bulletins, and information 
about colleges, financial aid, job training, resumes, and 
work/study abroad -- she’s adding internships; connect-
ing teens with real people in business and public service; 
and helping with basics like finding housing, living with 
a roommate, and budgeting.

Miller’s degrees are in international studies, 
Chinese, and a master’s in social work. (Reach Miller at 
amiller.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us. See the College and Career 
Center at elmolino.org.)

Zonia Lopez & Molly Dungan.

New: After-School Tutoring

El Molino is making sure all students get the extra 
help they might need by offering after-school  

tutoring this year. Keith Baker, who teaches English and 
social studies, coordinates the tutoring. 

This program is for students who are succeeding as 
well as those who are struggling. Emphasis is on science, 
mathematics, English, and social studies.

Freshman Joe Covel said he goes to the tutoring  
sessions whenever he thinks he could use a review, and 
he recommends it. 

“Teachers there know a lot. You can go there and work 
on anything,” Covel said. 

Sessions are held 3-4 p.m. led by Kate Aldridge on 
Mondays, Lana McNamara on Wednesdays, and Baker 
on Thursdays, with other teachers assisting. If the tutors 
can’t help, they ask the student’s class-
room teacher to stop by. 

 Baker urges parents to make sure their 
children get the help they need. “We can’t 
mandate their child go to tutoring, but 
parents can, and I will work with them.”

These tutorial sessions are in addition 
to tutoring for athletes from 2-3 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and the 30-minute tutoring ap-
pointments students can schedule after Period 4. (Reach 
Baker at kbaker.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us.)

The Newspaper Returns!

Driven entirely by student determination, The Lion’s 
Roar has resumed publication 6½ years after 

budget woes killed the student newspaper in 2008.
The teens got student council permission to start 

a Journalism Club, found faculty advisors, wrote 
and edited articles, took pictures, learned layout via 
YouTube, found a 
publisher, and cel-
ebrated their first 
issue in February.

C l a s s r o o m s 
were eerily silent 
on publication 
day as teens -- 
whom everyone 
knows don’t read 
newspapers -- 
buried themselves 
in the latest news, a teacher said.

Managing Editor Jordan Dutton said students were 
thrilled with the idea of restarting a newspaper.

“So many kids said, ‘Oh, that’s so cool! I want to sign 
up,’” Dutton said. 

Teachers John Grech and Keith Baker and tech special-
ist Mark Ballard volunteered to be advisors.  Journalist 
Michael Levitin, who was The Lion’s Roar editor-in-chief 
in 1993-1994, visited to discuss journalism ideals.

The staff is selling ads. Interim financing comes from 
the school’s site council, a group of community members, 

College and Career Bound
✴ The Russian River Rotary will award a record 

$20,000 in scholarships to graduating 
El Molino seniors this year. Their con-
tributions are in addition to 32 other 
scholarships exclusively for El Molino 
students, and many regional and  
national grants.

✴ El Molino is one of the first three high schools in 
Sonoma County recently selected to house a College 
and Career Hub that will offer its students real-work 
experiences through the six-county Northern Cali-
fornia Career Pathways Alliance. Potential work areas 
are healthcare, business and finance, manufacturing, 
software engineering, biotechnology, agriculture,  
hospitality, and tourism.

Amy Miller.
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Football:  The team’s winning season (6-4) qualified 
them for the NCS playoffs. Eddie Taylor and Tony 
Gemini made All-Empire 2nd team. Taylor, Gemini, 
Leo Garza, Zach Gevas, Steve Mori, and Ryan Fernan-
dez made All-SCL 1st team. 

Boys’ cross-country: Brian 
Schultz and Brady Lane 
made All-Empire 1st and 
2nd teams respectively, 
made All-SCL 1st team, 
and finished 1-2 in the SCL 
championship
Girls’ soccer: Madison 
Dean and Emily Dean 
were selected All-SCL 1st 
team. 
Boys’ soccer: Cutter 
Dittman made All-SCL 
1st team.
Girls’ volleyball: Torrie 

Boles made All-SCL 1st team. 
Girls’ tennis: Erin Eck made All-SCL 1st 
team.
Coach of the Year: Varsity football 
head coach Randy Parmeter was both 
SCL and All-Empire Coach of the Year.

Great things are happening at El Molino. 
Our students demonstrate excellence, our 

teachers and staff continue their relentless dedi-
cation, and our community provides unwavering 
commitment to our students and school. We are 
using 21st century learning strategies to prepare 
all students to graduate college and career ready. 

We value your support, and we look forward 
to strengthening our relationship with you. El 
Molino’s connection to the community is vital to 
the success of our students and the school.

I would enjoy meeting you, sharing our good 
news, and talking with you about your interests 
and concerns. Please consider coming to my 
Principal’s Coffee, the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7:35 a.m. The next coffee is May 13.

 I would like to show you first-hand the great 
things our students, teachers, staff, and commu-
nity are doing for El Molino High School. Please 
RSVP with Jean Woods at 824-6570.

The 2014-2015 school year is an exciting time, 
and it’s just the beginning. We are laying the 
groundwork for years of continuing innovation, 
to ensure that our students have the skills they 
need to be successful on whatever life path they 
choose. We hope you enjoy this edition of Lion 
Lines, where we show just some of the reasons we 
have such confidence in the future.

A Word from The Principal

Matt Dunkle.

Lions are Champions

Accolades keep pouring in for El Molino, as the 
smallest school in the Sonoma County League 

shows its competitors a thing or two about grit. Here 
are some of the varsity 
highlights from the 12 
fall and winter sports. 
Ten spring sports are 
underway.

Teams with a 3.0 
GPA or above: Football, 
cross country, girls’ and 
boys’ soccer, girls’ tennis, 
girls’ volleyball, girls’ and 
boys’ basketball.
Wrestling: Tony Gemini 
won Sonoma County 
League and North Coast 
Section titles at 132 
pounds and made All-American after taking third at the 
Brute Nationals in Missouri in April. Sam MacDonell won 
league at 126 pounds and made the Brute Nationals. 
Eight El Molino wrestlers reached the 2015 North Coast 
Section championships. 

Bigger, Better, and Safer
✴ El Molino teams are 15 percent bigger this 

year, as more students participated and 
more chose multiple sports. Teams filled 401 
positions in 2014-2015, increases of 31 in 
girls’ sports and 22 for boys.

✴ Rare among local high schools, El Molino 
will again offer a one-hour concussion class 
by expert Dr. Ty Affleck this fall, in addition 
to baseline testing. Athletes must attend. 
Families are welcome.

Learning About The Real World

Seniors are taking advantage of an unusual op-
portunity at El Molino, the Senior Project, where 

all must design a research project that gives them 
30 hours of experience in a career or in community 
service. For example:

 ✴ Dillon McLean is helping teach Guerneville 8th 
graders how to build and use robots. He plans to 
study electrical engineering and programming at 
the University of California or Michigan.

 ✴ Loring Hartmann is researching whether youth 
should be taught about nutrition and exercise. 
Her mentor is a dietician at Sutter Santa Rosa Re-
gional Hospital. She plans to study nutrition at the 
University of Arizona.

“We do this for our kids, to help them succeed in 
the real world,” said English teacher Laura Malcolm, 
who has coordinated the program for years and 
donates many hours of her time to the project every 
year.

Helped by an adult mentor they’ve chosen, and 

Dillon McLean, right, helps 8th graders 
assemble a VEX Robot.

overseen by their senior English teachers, El Molino’s 
157 seniors will write a research paper, compile a pro-
fessional portfolio, and on May 26 make a 15-minute 
multi-media presentation of their findings to a com-
munity panel. (To serve on a community panel, contact 
Malcolm at lmalcolm.ehs@wscuhsd.k12.ca.us.)

Learning to Lead

Sophomores Yasmine Rodriguez and Alexis Diaz 
Peña have 

been chosen 
by the nation-
wide Summer 
Search program 
to spend two 
summers learn-
ing to be leaders, 
followed by 
years of support, 
because they are 
teens “who have 
a special spark, 
who care about 
others, and who 
have leadership 
potential,” said 
teacher Lynn Stewart who coordinates the program 
at El Molino. 

This summer Rodriguez and Diaz will be sent on 
challenging backpacking trips. Next summer they can 
choose to attend a university or go abroad for com-
munity service. All their expenses will be paid. They 
will talk weekly with a mentor who will help them 
understand their strengths and priorities. They’ll get 

Yasmine Rodriguez, Jocelyne San-
tibañez, Alexis Diaz Peña, l. to r. 

Lion Lines
Published by El Molino High School
Editor: Patty Sullivan
Reporter: Mary Fricker
Designer: Jenny Mountjoy
Copy Editor: Shawn Connally

Publication of Lion Lines is made possible by a grant 
from the El Molino High School Foundation, a charitable 
non-profit founded by alumni that raises money for 
programs valued by the El Molino community. It is 
supported by memberships and yearly fundraisers. 
Contact president Christopher  D. Carver at crvrlaw@
aol.com. Past Lion Lines are available at elmolino.org.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION: West Sonoma County Union 
High School District policy prohibits discrimination and/or harassment of 
students, employees and job applicants at any district site or activity on the 
basis of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, 
ancestry, ethnic group identification, medical condition, 
genetic condition, genetic information, disability, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, political affiliation, organizational 
affiliation, veteran status,  marital status, or parental 
status. Please direct inquiries regarding district policies 
to any school or district administrator. 

R. Parmeter.

help applying for college, finding financial aid, navi-
gating through college, and finding a career.

More than 40 El Molino sophomores have been 
selected for the program in 18 years, including 
seniors Jocelyne Santibañez at El Molino and Nyala 
Grose and Anika Gillespie-Jones in independent 
study. El Molino was the first high school in the 
North Bay to join the program, Stewart said. Stu-
dents have gone to Vietnam, Peru, Uruguay, South 
Africa, China, Tibet, Mexico, and Ukraine, and 
studied at various U.S. universities.

Nicole Romeo, Kayla Allen, 
Rachel Spain, left to right.

Our 2015 Iron Lions
They are the most elite of El Molino athletes.

They compete in three sports a year for their 
entire four years at El Molino.

They are Iron Lions.
And this year they are Nicole Romeo, Kayla Allen, 

and Rachel Spain, who played volleyball, basket-
ball, and softball.

“The Iron Lion Award is an honor given to our 
most appreciated and respected athletes. ... We 
thank them for their effort and commitment,” 

says the award, which 
was founded in 2013 
by Mike Roan, athletics 
and activities director, to 
honor athletes who give 
their all to El Molino.

Past winners of the Iron 
Lion Award are:

2013: Albert Beltran, 
Jesse Fichman, Megan 
Warren

2014: Casey Bauer



M&M Candy Math: Matthew Luna, Justin Schaap, teacher Rachel Lasek, Sela 
McDivitt, Nathan Cramer, left to right.

Visual Arts: Bursts of Color and Creativity

Walk through a nondescript door at the 
very back of the El Molino campus and 

be prepared for an assault on your senses. 
Splashes of color, the smell of paint, the sound 
of laughter ... clues that you’re in teacher Mary 
McGowan’s expansive art studio, where about 
150 El Molino students study the visual arts.

McGowan teaches both 2D and 3D art, 
which includes all forms of drawing, painting, 
photography, and ceramics, with one simple 
goal. 

“I want to be sure people who have this 
talent don’t put it aside,” said McGowan, who 
put aside her own dream of becoming an 
artist and teacher until a random whiff of oil 

paint reawakened her passion and sent her back to college. You can do this, she tells her 
students. You’re going to have obstacles thrown in front of you. But you can do what you 
want with your life. 

Cruise around a McGowan classroom and you’ll see a vast spec-
trum of talent and techniques, where students learn from, and are 
inspired by, each other to try various types of art.

“I’ve always enjoyed painting, and when I was a freshman, I said 
to myself, ‘Why not try it?’” senior Donovan Kelm said as he applied 
color to his seascape. “After the first year, I just kept coming back. 
I really enjoyed it.” 

McGowan, an art teacher for 21 years, also draws on student 
talent to paint the backdrops for the school’s theater productions 
and to keep eye-catching art in the school library. Her students 
have decorated used furniture, painted Russian River Vineyards 
wine glasses, and donated their own artwork to help fund the 
program.

Donovan Kelm and Grace Reyes in El Molino’s art 
studio.

Grace McNamara, left, paints  
her friend Brianna Bernier.

Making El Mo Sustainable

Environmental science students will present their sustaina-
ble practices showcase at Open House on May 7.

“We’re studying how we’re interconnected with the environ-
ment on a daily basis, to figure out how to reduce our impacts 
and strengthen our communities,” said teacher Kate Oitzinger.

For example, student research shows that more 
than half of El Molino trash could be composted 
or recycled, so students are developing strategies to 

make this happen. They also would like the cafeteria, 
and eventually the community, to use more fresh vege-

tables from the school’s organic heirloom garden.

El Molino Makes Music

Band and choir participation are up 50 percent this year, 
as the music department adds a host of new activities, 

including performances at sports games, community festivals 
and events, parades, and honor ensembles for exemplary music 
students across Northern California. Musicians are touring to 
middle schools and colleges, starting up a pep band, holding 
lunchtime guitar ensembles, and making music every way they 
can.

Latino Outreach
* Middle school visits: El Molino students Julia Lozoida, 

Francisco Puga, Bianey Esquibel, Faviola Ruiz, and Rafa Vera 
recently visited Willowside, and some also went to Piner-Olivet, 
to encourage parents to consider El Molino when they choose a 
high school. “I wanted to open their minds to the many differ-
ent opportunities here,” said Vera.

* ELAC packed house: It was standing-room only when the 
school’s English Learners Advisory Committee met in teacher 

Lynn Stewart’s classroom recently to hear from an 
SRJC representative about the value of going to college 
and how to apply for financial aid. The committee is 
open to families of second-language learners.

* SRJC class at El Mo: Stewart’s classroom is also being 
used some evenings by 24 adults enrolled in a free, two-month 
Conversation and Pronunciation class offered by the SRJC for 
people wanting to learn English.

Alumni Corner

Jacob Resneck, class of 1996, is a journalist based in Istanbul. 
His work appears in wire services, newspapers, magazines 

and radio outlets around the world. In January he spoke to 
teacher Keith Baker’s sophomore Accelerated English class and 
visited with Lion’s Roar staff about his experiences as a report-
er. Read about his life in the Fall 2014 online issue of Neiman 
Reports.

Unity Week

Twelve inspiring community leaders shared their unique 
perspectives during Unity Week in March, an 

annual event when El Molino pauses to reflect on 
its core values. Those represented were Latinos, Vi-
etnam veterans, African Americans, police officers, 
poets, community organizers, Japanese Americans, Jews, Pales-
tinians, American Indians, and the mentally ill.

11th Graders Take The Tests

The state’s new Common Core tests, called Smarter Balanced  
Assessments, were given at El Molino in April.

These are four two-hour tests, two in math and two in 
English, that will be given every year to 11th graders. Results 
will be published, and in a few years this could become a way 
the public judges public schools. Eventually science and social 
studies tests will be added.

Previous state tests, called STAR, were multiple choice. These 
are not. In each subject, one of the tests will assess skill level and 
be “adaptive.”  This means students will take the test on a com-
puter and questions will adapt to their skill level as they proceed 
through the test. 

The new 
math called 

Common Core 
has arrived at El 
Molino.

D e p a r t m e n t 
chair Rachel 
Lasek and teacher 
Leslie Grassl have 
spent hundreds 
of hours attend-
ing workshops, 
developing their 
own curriculum, 
and becoming 
widely recognized 
experts in the new method -- because 
they believe the new teaching, with its 
focus on real-world applications, will 
better prepare kids for both career and 
college.

“Lots of schools have dragged their 
feet, waiting for someone to tell them 
what to do, waiting for textbooks to come 
out. We have jumped right in,” Grassl said.

This year El Molino took the first formal 
step, replacing Algebra I with Math I for 
freshmen.

Math I is statistics, geometry, and 
algebra. Algebra I was, well, algebra. In 
Math I teachers show students how to 
use several math strategies to solve real 
world problems, putting math in context 
instead of memorizing algebraic formu-
las. Here’s an example:

In Algebra I, students learned to graph 
f(x)=abx, which is an equation that repre-

sents exponential growth.
In Math I, they discover how to write their 

own equation for exponential growth. For 
example, they can figure out how much the 
population of a dangerous species will grow, 
or decline, and how long it will take to trap all 
members of that species, by shaking the dan-
gerous creatures (M&M’s) in a cup, dumping 
them onto a plate, graphing the results, and 
analyzing their data to discover the equation.

El Molino will introduce Math II for soph-
omores next year. Eventually the math 
curriculum will be Math I, II, III, and, for seniors, 
AP calculus and/or AP statistics.

The change is a big one for some freshmen 
who have learned to focus on computations 
and memorize formulas for success in math. 
The big shift is in critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving, which students can’t just 
memorize. Students willing to think are excel-
ling more than ever, Lasek said.

Exciting Beginning for Common Core Math
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APRIL
23-25 Thurs-Sat: Dance Spectrum, featuring El Molino Dance Company, senior 
solos, intermediate, advanced, choreography classes, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater.

MAY
1 Fri: Spring Music Concert, jazz band, guitars, choir, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater.
2 Sat: Project Grad rummage sale, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Eileen Dr., Sebastopol.
2 Sat: Junior-Senior Prom, “Arabian Nights,” 8-11 p.m., Villa Chanticleer.
7 Thurs: Open House, 6:30 p.m. (ELAC meets 6 p.m., Room H2).
11 Mon: Spring Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m., gym.
13 Wed: Principal’s Coffee, 7:35 a.m., office.
14-16 Thurs-Sat: Thespians present the award-winning comedy The 39 Steps, a 
“gleefully theatrical riff ” of the Alfred Hitchcock film, 7:30 p.m., Cafe Theater.
16 Sat: El Mo marches in Guerneville parade, 3 p.m.
19 Tues: Senior Picnic, 11 a.m., Wikiup Tennis & Swim Club, Santa Rosa.
21 Thurs: Senior Awards Night, 6:30 p.m., library. 
30 Sat: El Mo marches in Forestville parade, 10 a.m.

JUNE
1-4 Mon-Thurs: Final exams.
4 Thurs: Graduation, 6:30 p.m., followed by Project Graduation celebration.

Meanwhile, 
out in  
El Molino’s  
barn . . .

TEACHER OF THE YEAR: Athletic 
and Activities Director Mike Roan was 
s e l e c t e d 
W e s t 
S o n o m a 
C o u n t y 
Teacher of 
the Year by the Sebastopol Rotary 
Education Foundation.

WHAT A WEEKEND: Maddy 
Barnard won a blue ribbon for her 
biology project at the Sonoma 

County Science Fair and 
the next day was chosen 
to advance to the National 
History Day state finals 
May 8-9 for her project on 

Princess Zhao of Pingyang. 

STRONG LIONS: Selected 
for their strength 
of character and 
perseverance in 
the face of life 
obstacles, seniors 

Nyala Grose and Adelaide Timpe  
received scholarships and spoke at 
the Rotary Club of Sebastopol.

Adelaide  
TimpeNyala  

Grose

BENVENUTO! Welcome to 
senior Matteo Gilardi, an exchange 

student visiting El Molino 
for this spring semester 
from lovely Lecco, Italy, at 
the foot of the Alps.

CHROMEBOOK COUNTRY: El 
Mo got 40 more Chromebooks in 
March, giving teachers 120 of the 
Google laptops for online teaching.

ENTREPRENEUR: Junior Anamaria 
Morales was one of nine California 
students to win an $1,800 grant at a 
Jamba Juice workshop in Emeryville 
in February for her proposal to start 
an El Mo student store to sell spirit 
items.

STAR TALENT: Winner of the first 
ever El Molino Talent Show was M.J. 
Shane singing “Bound to You.” 

THE DUTTON DUO: Juniors Jake 
and Jordan Dutton won 1st and 2nd 
places, and Jake won high point 
individual overall, at the January 
vine pruning competition at Shone 
Farm. El Molino won the high point 
FFA chapter award for the third year.

HONORED MUSICIANS: El Molino 
took top band honors in Sebasto-
pol and Guerneville parades. Jacob 
Robert and John Lushenko played 
in the Sonoma County High School 
Honor Band. Haley Magner, Anthony 
Martensen, Anthony Paneno, and 
Ruby K. Van Dyke sang in the NorCal 
Honor Choir.

STATE DELEGATES: Local American 
Legion members chose juniors Ella 
Griffith and Austin Sani as delegates 
to the week-long Girls State and 
Boys State leadership conferences in 
Claremont and Sacramento in June. 

SPEAKING OUT: EM swept the Se-
bastopol Rotary Club annual speech 
contest against Analy with Gabriel 
Staniford and Taylor Ramalia tying for 
first and Gillian Barrio taking second. 

MAKER GRANT: The advanced 
Make class will continue in 
2015-2016 thanks to a $20,000 grant 
from the county’s Career Technical 
Education Fund.

KUDOS FOR LASEK: The 150-seat 
room overflowed when math de-
partment chair Rachel Lasek taught 
how to use Google Forms for quizzes 
and differentiating assignments at 
the Annual California Mathematics 
Council Conference in Palm Springs.

OUR FABULOUS FFA: At the 
FFA’s annual Sectional Opening and 
Closing Contest, Madison Tarnutzer 
won Outstanding Advanced 
Secretary and Kyle Brittain won Out-
standing Advanced Sentinel. Also, 
our Advanced and Chapter Officer 
teams won Gold. 

YOU PEOPLE ROCK: Thanks to the Russian River Rotary, Sebastopol 
Rotary Club, and Rotary Club of Sebastopol Sunrise for helping our Make 
classes buy VEX robotics kits; El Molino Boosters for the new varsity baseball 
fence; Applewood Inn for supporting culinary arts student scholarships; 
Empire Tree Experts for the mountain bikers’ new 6’x14’ enclosed trailer; 
Aubergine’s 755 After Dark for hosting a Dance Company fundraiser and 
to the Lions Roar, Love Handles, and Hadley Hill bands for playing; and 
Sebastopol Masonic Lodge for the Friends of Music Jazzapalooza venue 
and dinner.

SPEAKING OUT: Lions swept 
the Sebastopol Rotary Club annual 
speech contest. Gabriel Staniford 
and Taylor Ramalia tied for first and 
Gillian Barrio took second. Barrio, 
Rebekah Cavallo, Anna Eva, David 
Keating, Madi Manzo, Ryan O’Toole, 
Ramalia, and Staniford won high 
marks at the Poetry Out Loud, Voice 
of Democracy, and Golden Gate 
Speech Association competitions.

#elmoyouknow

Go to elmolino.org to see the events and sports calendars for more detail, watch the daily news
video produced by students, sign up to get the email news bulletin delivered daily to your inbox,

click through to Facebook and Instagram pages, connect with parents groups, and more.

Classes for the Community
• Art class: Taught at El Molino by El Mo teacher Mary McGowan, make a pastel self-portrait or  

a Dr. Seuss landscape, April 30, 6-8 p.m., free, 824-6570.
• Floral design class: Taught at El Molino by El Mo teacher Marilee Mazur, take your 

arrangement home for Mother’s Day, May 7, 6-8 p.m., free, 824-6570.

Pre-high school summer learning
• Intro to Woodworking: Taught at El Molino by El Mo teacher John Novak, June 8-11,  

9 a.m.-1 p.m., entering grades 7-9, free, 524-2721.
• Mini-camps: Taught at El Molino by Lion coaches and athletes, football, softball, baseball, 

soccer, strength and fitness training, volleyball, basketball, wrestling, and tennis, Fridays, June 
12-July 24, 9:30 a.m.-noon, 1-3:30 p.m., entering grades 4-9, $5, 824-6563.


