
of Santa Rosa, who is in leadership, several 
clubs, co-founded a badminton club and ran 
cross country for the first time this year. 

 At El Molino it’s easier to get the classes 
you want, play on the teams you want, and 
make a name for yourself, several teens said.
 “Other schools’ music programs were so 
big, not everyone gets to play,” said soph-
omore Hal Norman of Santa Rosa, who has 
done drums, piano, football, golf and basket-
ball. “I didn’t have many friends when I came 
here, but I gained a lot of friends. I know 
pretty much everyone in my grade.”
 Personal attention from teachers and staff 
is important, students said.
 “You get a lot of attention from your teach-
ers. They help you like no other. They know 
you,” said junior Brady Lane of Santa Rosa.
 “I had to leave all my friends. But once I 
got here I loved it so much. The teachers are 
really good. When you have questions they 
answer completely. They really try,” said

continued on Page 2

A PUBLIC SCHOOL WITH 
PRIVATE-SCHOOL BENEFITS
 Of El Molino’s 600 students, 80 live out-
side the school district. They may come a 
long way. They may have left friends behind. 
And yet they choose El Molino. Why?
 El Molino’s most appealing quality is that 
it’s a small school with big options, accord-
ing to interviews Lion Lines conducted with 

13 of the 80 students 
who attend school on 
the Forestville campus 
but live elsewhere in 
Sonoma County.
 “My parents really 
didn’t like the idea 
of me going to a big 
school. They knew El 
Molino had a really 
good program for fine 

arts. I knew coming here I could get in the 
more advanced classes,” said junior Emmi 
Noar of Santa Rosa, who is co-president of 
the student Music Council.
 “There are so many opportunities you can 
involve yourself in,” said junior Sam Kang 

EL MOLINO TEACHERS EXCEL 
WITH NEW STATE STANDARDS

 Schools throughout the nation are trans-
forming how they teach, and El Molino 
teachers are leading the way in Sonoma 
County.
 This year all California schools are imple-
menting the Common Core standards, and 
many schools, including El Molino, are 
embracing 21st Century Learning.
 El Molino teachers were among the first in 
the area to seek training. They’ve spent years 
learning, and now through many workshops 
they’re sharing their knowledge with educa-
tors around the county.

“The team was so nice and supportive. 
El Molino has a kind, family-like student 
body that bigger schools just can’t offer.”

El Molino will 
celebrate its 
50 years with 
a gala dinner, 
dancing, 
wine and 
auction at 

Shone Farm in Forestville Saturday, May 
10, 5 pm “We hope to reunite El Molino 
alumni from the last five decades,” 
said supporters. For information see 
facebook.com/ElMolinoTurns50. 
For tickets see eventbrite.com. The 
proceeds will benefit school programs. 
The public is also invited to the student 
celebration at school May 9.

Erin Baseman, Amber McLarty, Maddy Barnard, 
Catalina Membrila collaborate in teacher Rachel 
Lasek’s Algebra I class. (Lines Photo)

Emmi Noar, left, in 
rehearsal with Faith 
Oliver. (Lines photo)

 “The commitment and professionalism of 
El Molino teachers is leading the way in the 
implementation of Common Core State Stan-
dards at El Molino and Sonoma County,” said 
Sonoma County Office of Education Assistant 
Superintendent Mickey Porter.
 Common Core sets new standards in 
English and math, to get students ready for 
today’s careers and college. 21st Century 
Learning teaches 3rd-millennium work and 
life skills, especially critical thinking, collab-
oration, communication and creativity. 
 In the new learning, students solve real-
world math problems instead of formulas, 
they learn math skills as needed and not in 
the artificial order of Algebra I followed by 
Geometry I, and they must analyze as well 
as solve. They’re assigned more non-fiction 
reading and persuasive writing, they have to 
dissect their reading in detail, and they have 
to back up their written assertions with evi-
dence instead of opinion.
 Multiple choice is out. Deep understand-
ing and critical thinking are in.
 In another big change, reading and writing 
is no longer the sole responsibility of the 
English department. It’s shared by all edu-
cators, and El Molino English teachers have 
given multiple school-wide trainings to help.
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 El Molino teachers are already implement-
ing the new strategies, led by the English 
and math departments and their chairs Dani 
Barese and Rachel Lasek. Technology plays a 
key role, both in teaching and in testing.
 Some teens seem to like the new approach. 
“I hated math in middle school,” said fresh-
man MacKenzi Pembroke. “Now I feel like I’m 
actually learning things.”
 (Stay tuned for Next Generation Science 
Standards coming soon.)

COLLEGES EMBRACE SENIORS
By Shawn Connally, EM Action Alliance 

 El Molino’s graduating seniors 
are having another stellar year for 
acceptances to 4-year universities, 

including elite colleges such as UC Berkeley 
(Cal), Tulane, and UCLA.
 By April 1, at least four seniors had gotten 
acceptance letters from Cal, two from Tulane, 
two from UCLA, and three from California 
Polytechnic Institute.
 Other private colleges such as St. Mary’s 
College, Chapman University, University of 
San Diego, and Loyola Marymount have sent 
letters, with scholarships for some graduates. 
Other UC campuses sending letters include  
Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and UC Davis. 

continued on Page 2



 “It’s about empowering the athlete to be 
a better athlete. You’re dreaming to see the 
athletes excel off of something you said,” 
Geissinger added. At the same time, “the 
character building part is huge. I love the 
brotherhood of the game. We’re never not 
there for each other. I want my guys to be the 
smartest team on the court.”

New Coaches for Baseball, Track
 El Molino has two new head coaches for 
the spring season, and both are alumni: 1987 
graduate Tony Franceschi of Sebastopol at 
varsity baseball and 2003 graduate Ryan 
Hopkins of Occidental at track.

 Franceschi has a son at 
El Molino and has been El 
Molino’s head JV coach. He 
will focus on the basics, he 
said. “Show up on time, be 
ready to work hard, have 
good energy. ‘You owe it to 
your teammates, coaches 
and school to do the best 

you can, because you’re representing El 
Molino.’ It sends chills up my spine to say 
that. And they’re already doing it.”

 Hopkins has been assis-
tant track coach for 10 
years and a football coach 
since 2005. He coached 
six Sonoma County League 
boys’ discus champions, 
and in 2008 he took a dis-
cus thrower to the state 
championships. This year 

he is bringing in more assistant coaches and 
he’s bringing back the pole vault. “Mainly, I 
want us to show 100 percent commitment 
toward the kids and the sport,” he said.

 Many El Molino coaches have deep con-
nections to the high school and its athletes. 
 Of the school’s 26 head coaches, 19 are El 
Molino alumni, teachers, parents, or others 
with profound ties to the school.
 In an era when high school teams are 
often led by coaches who have a love for 

the game but no 
personal attachment 
to the school and no 
commitment to the 
athletes beyond the 
sport, the passion of 
El Molino’s coaching 
staff for the school, 
its student body and 
the life success of its 
athletes is a defining 

element of El Molino’s sports program.
 This loyalty brought El Molino the only 
boys’ high school volleyball team in Sonoma 
County.
 Coach Bob Geissinger, Class of 1989, said 
he left the coaching staff at Maria Carrillo 
High School to start a boys’ volleyball team 
at El Molino because he wanted today’s 
Lions to feel the joy he felt when he played 
on a club team at El Molino years ago.

 Geissinger’s team had its first official 
season in 2008 and has qualified for North 
Coast Section playoffs every year since, with 
one title, two finals and two semi-finals. It 
plays in the Marin County Athletic League.

TROMBETTA WINS FFA AWARD
 Principal Doria Trombetta 
is one of six high school 
administrators statewide to 
be honored as a Region Star 
Administrator this year by the 
California FFA association. 
Trombetta won the award for 
the North Coast Region, from 

Del Norte County south to Solano County.
 The award goes to administrators “who go 
above and beyond to provide opportunities 
for their students and their chapter to grow 
and improve.”
 “This award is especially meaningful to 
me because of the great admiration and 
respect that I have for the members of the 
agricultural community,” said Trombetta.

Doria 
Trombetta

WORLD TRAVELERS
 Costa Rica. Nicara-
gua. Ecuador. Germany. 
Poland. Czech Republic. 
Austria. Baltic states. 
Finland. Russia. Turkey. 
Greece. Nepal. Thailand. 
Tanzania. Peru. South 

Carolina. Ashland, Oregon.
 El Molino teachers John Grech, history and 
government, and Miguel Crawford, Spanish, 
have taken their students all over the world 
to bring their lessons alive.
 Next stops: Ashland and Costa Rica in 
2015. Crawford is already taking signups for 
Costa Rica. See hopperadventures.com.
 “It’s a great opportunity to experience 
new cultures with your best friends,” said 
senior Jacob Colbert of Occidental, who 
went to Ecuador with Grech and Costa Rica 
with Crawford.
 These trips are privately sponsored by 
Grech and Crawford. They are not activities 
of El Molino High School or the district.

LION LINES
Published by El Molino High School

Publication of Lion Lines is made possible 
by a grant from the El Molino High School 
Foundation, a charitable non-profit 
founded by alumni that raises money for 
programs valued by the El Molino commu-
nity. It is supported by memberships and 
yearly fundraisers. Contact 
president Christopher D. 
Carver at crvrlaw@aol.com. 
Past Lion Lines are available 
at elmolino.org.

Bob Geissinger

“Bob’s about having fun and working 
hard while he teaches you. The
more fun we have, the more we 

succeed,” said team captain Donovan 
Kelm, a junior from Guerneville.

Tony Franceschi

Ryan Hopkins

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY
• The Russian 
River Rotarians’ 
generosity is 
legend, and to 
show El Molino’s 
gratitude, the Raza 
Club decorated, 
Culinary cooked 
and served, and the 
Dance Company 
performed for 
the Rotarians’ 
annual crab feed 
at Shone Farm in 
February.

• The Bob Burke’s Kids charity dinner 
and auction will be Saturday, April 26, 
6 pm, in the Analy High School gym. This 
is the 14th year El Molino and Analy 
Leadership classes have put on the 
event, which raises $5,000 to $10,000 
yearly to pay for Burke’s fun activities 
for children with serious illnesses.

Raza Club members 
Evelyn Lozoida and 
Brenda Vargas. 
(Lines photo)

COACHES DEEPLY COMMITTED TO EL MOLINO AND ITS STUDENTS

BENEFITS: continued from Page 1
sophomore Katelyn Hersam of Santa Rosa.
 When sophomore Kyle Brittain of Santa 
Rosa was an 8th grader at Willowside, he 
spent a day shadowing an El Molino fresh-
man. “It seemed like teachers have more 
time and cared a little bit more than a bigger 
school,” he said. Now in FFA, he says, “I know 
pretty much the whole school. It’s so small, 
it’s pretty much like one family.” 
 Students said they were attracted to the 
multiple sports and to popular classes like 
dance, humanities, culinary, advanced sci-
ence, biotech, and music.
 The easy friendliness of the student body 
is a key draw. Sophomore Anamaria Morales 
of Healdsburg followed soccer friends and 
her soccer-coach dad to El Molino, and 
“when I came here I fell in love with the 
people. They’re so friendly and outgoing. 
They’re more down to earth.”

COLLEGES: continued from Page 1
 Exotic environs include two acceptances 
to Hawaii and offers from the University of 
Nevada, University of Arizona, and Univer-
sity of Portland. Letters from California State 
Universities include Chico, Sonoma, and Cal 
Poly Pomona. Students have been waitlisted 
at a variety of colleges, including Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, Chapman University, and 
the University of Santa Clara. Many have 
been accepted by several schools.
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 “We see the teaching assistants as the cor-
nerstone of the program,” said one Friends 
of Music member.

 Rick Clifford, primarily a 
tenor sax player, hails from 
Missouri originally and has 
been the band director at 
both Willowside and Oak 
Grove schools for the past 
six years. Some of his former 

students now attend El Molino. When he is 
not at one of the three schools, he can be 
found playing professionally all around the 
Bay Area with the band, The Pulsators. They 
perform mostly original music in a variety 
of styles from driving blues, reggae, ska and 
New Orleans funk. They are currently work-
ing on their fourth CD. (pulsators.com) When 
asked about teaching at El Molino, Clifford 
said he “really enjoys the maturity and musi-
cianship that the high school players bring to 
rehearsals.”

 Drummer and percussion-
ist Brad Cox has studied and 
played with big names like 
Tower of Power, Joe Williams 
and Richie Cole. He founded 
the Percussion Educators 
Resource Collective, which 

takes donations and sells gear to fund school 

coast. They raise fruit flies and plants to 
study genetics. They collect sea urchins to 
study fertilization and development. They 
dissect fetal pigs to study the human body. 
 In Stoll’s physics classes, students build 
and race cardboard cars to learn about 
potential energy, friction, kinetic energy, 
momentum, and mechanical advantage.
 Environmental science teacher Kate 
Oitzinger is a certified Aquarium in the Class-
room teacher, and her students are raising 
rainbow trout from the Warm Springs Dam 
hatchery.
 They also have a garden and a campus 
compost program. Her Green Team club runs 
the annual ECO2school Challenge that saved 
more than a ton of CO2 emissions last year.
 Teacher Seth Friesen’s digital technology 
students produce El Molino’s website and 
broadcast the daily video bulletin from the 
school’s high-definition TV studio. See both 
at elmolino.org.

STEM CLASSES FOR THE
REAL WORLD
 For kids driven to understand how the 
world works, El Molino is a happening place.
 Want to make yourself a shirt with LED 

lights that will 
flash at the 
dance? Want to 
modify bacteria 
to produce a pro-
tein that glows? 
Want to build a 
robot that can 
move through a 
maze? Want to 
see the unseen 
mysteries of 
a tide pool? 
Want to make 
a sustainable 
campus? Want to 

develop your own high-definition video and 
website?
 At some schools this is called STEM learn-
ing (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics). At El Molino it’s STEM without 
the acronym. It’s how the school’s science, 
math and technology teachers get their 
students career- and college-ready, using 
hands-on activities to hook them on real-
world learning.
 “Get kids excited about making things, and 
then they realize, ‘If I want to do this, I need 
to learn more,’” said Mary Beth Smith, head 
of the science department.

FRIENDS OF MUSIC
What would it look like if 
there were no Friends of Music 
at El Molino? There would 
be no new sheet music, no 
assistant music teachers, no 
accompanist, no awards night, 
no field trips, no scholarships, 
no competitions, no festivals, 

and the students would perform in jeans 
and tennis shoes. Please join us. See 
elmolinomusic.org.

 Nelson Brock, Class of 2011, said the 
advanced classes and nurturing environ-
ment at El Molino paved his path to MIT, 
where he is studying mechanical engineer-
ing with a focus on product design. “It’s 
much easier to be motivated and to learn 
if the environment you’re in is comfortable 
and welcoming,” Brock said. See his work at 
builtbybrock.blogspot.com.
 Two of El Molino’s STEM classes are Proj-
ect Make and Biotechnology, taught by 
Smith and aimed at all students, whether 
headed to a job or college. Check out 
smithstudents.com.
 In the Make class, teens build basic cir-
cuits, program microcontrollers to control 
the circuits, and design and build robots 
controlled by the programming. They learn 
how to teach themselves, how to decide if 
they’ve been successful, how to communi-
cate what they’re doing. 
 Her biotech students learn the laboratory 
techniques they will need in many careers, 
from wine technician to research scientist. 
They detect genetically modified foods by 
analyzing DNA. They study disease preven-
tion using stem cells and gene therapy.
 El Molino rounds out its STEM curriculum 
with courses like biology and physics, chem-
istry and environmental science, algebra and 
geometry, trigonometry and calculus, digital 
film, digital marketing and web design, and 
a full line-up of AP classes.
 In Nick Stoll’s biology classes, students 
have begun a long-term survey of organisms 
in tidal pools at Shell Beach on the Sonoma 

Alex Pulido builds an elec-
tronic circuit. (Barese photo)

BEHIND THE SCENES AT
EL MOLINO MUSIC
By Penny Horobin, Performing Arts Alliance

 Kent Wilson heads up 
both instrumental music and 
choir at El Molino, where 
his students’ performances 
seamlessly flow between 
jazz band, Encore singers, 

guitar ensemble, concert band and back 
again, with many of the same performers in 
each group. 
 The ‘behind the scenes’ story is of three 
teaching assistants who meet with students 
once a week. Rick Clifford, Brad Cox and Nate 
Lopez, all professional musicians, bring rich-
ness and depth to Wilson’s music program.
 The TAs offer students focused work in the 
individual areas of woodwinds, drums, and 
guitar.
 Friends of Music pays for these amazing 
additions to El Mo’s diverse music program.

programs. He developed a Percussion Library 
for educators, a half-price repair service for 
drum equipment for school repairs, as well 
as equipment rental and sales, all supporting 
local school programs.
 “Music in high school is a must because it 
teaches the universal language and how to 
blend science, math, history and phys ed into 
an art form of self expression,” Cox said. He 
plays professionally, records CD, and teaches 
in three local schools as well as privately in 
his home studio. 

 The third member of this 
dynamic trio is Nate Lopez. 
He started studying music 
at Solano College at age 13, 
playing bass in jazz bands, 
playing in clubs, and continu-
ing his education at Ali Akbar 

Khan College of Music, studying North Indian 
classical music. Lopez plays professionally 
as a soloist and with a group, averaging over 
250 gigs a year focusing on instrumental 
blues groove music, playing his eight-string 
hybrid guitar which allows him to play bass, 
melody and rhythm at the same time. “I play 
music for a living. I only teach because I’m 
asked to and I think it is important to share 
knowledge, especially the kind that is hard 
to find in a book.” See NateLopez.com.

ALUMNI CORNER: Emily Brady attended 
El Molino until she earned her diploma 
equivalent in 1993 at age 16. A frequent 
writer for The New York Times, she is the 
author of Humboldt: Life on America’s 
Marijuana Frontier published last year.
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EL MOLINO EVENT CALENDAR
APRIL
24-26 Thurs-Sat: Dance Spectrum, 7:30 pm, Cafe theater. Dance Com- 
      pany, senior solos, intermediate, advanced, choreography classes.
28 Mon: Booster meeting, 6-7:30 pm, teachers’ lounge.

MAY
1 Thurs: Open House, 7-9 pm, Senior Project Portfolio Exhibition in  
      library (Sustainable Projects Showcase, 6-7 pm, library).
2 Fri: Spring Concert, 7 pm, Cafe Theater. Jazz band, Encore singers,  
      concert band, solo and small combo performances.
5 Mon: Friends of Music meeting, 7 pm, teachers’ lounge.
5-14 Mon-Wed: Advanced Placement, state exit exam testing.
6 Tues: FFA meeting, 12:38-1:08 pm, Room J-5.
8 Thurs: Sonoma County Student Film Festival featuring El Molino  
      filmmakers, 7 pm, Rialto Theater, Sebastopol,
9 Fri: El Molino 50th Anniversary assembly, school rededication,  
      lunch, ice cream social, 11:45 am, gym. Public welcome.
10 Sat: El Molino 50th Anniversary gala dinner, dancing, wine and  
      auction, 5-11 pm, Shone Farm (see page 1).
12 Mon: Spring Sports Awards, 6:30-8:30 pm, gym.
13 Tues: Senior Awards, 6:30-8 pm, library.
15-17 Thurs-Sat: “The Good Doctor” by Neil Simon, 7:30 pm, 
      Cafe Theater. Senior Sam Flood plays the “good doctor.”
19 Mon: Senior Projects panel presentations, 5-9:30 pm, classrooms.  
      To be a panelist, call 824-6550.
20 Tues: Senior picnic.
22 Thurs: Day on the Green fun before finals, 12:30 pm, football field.
23-29 Fri-Thurs: Final exams.
29 Thurs: Graduation, 6:30-8:30 pm, El Molino Quad.
29 Thurs: Project Graduation, immediately after graduation. To help,  
      contact zraec9298@yahoo.com

El Molino students produce The Daily Bulletin of school news. To 
get the bulletin by email or to view the daily video bulletin, go to 
elmolino.org.

Talented Teachers: El Mo’s theater 
arts teacher Ginger Riley is musical 
director and piano accompanist for 
the new Raven Theater in Windsor. 
El Mo’s music teacher Kent Wilson 
is her percussionist for the musical 
comedy Nunsense! now showing. 
Hint: Look for the nun and the priest.

Super Support: Thanks to Sebas-
topol Hardware, Russian River 
Rotary, the Beryl Baldwin Fund 
and El Molino Boosters for grants 
to Project Make classes. Thanks to 
Argonaut Constructors and Mike 
Smith for work on baseball fields.

Junior Commissioners: Senior 
Mary Rose Ohlin, junior Briallyn 
Mansell and sophomore Grace Kan 
are among 16 Sonoma County high 
school students selected by the 
county Commission on the Status of 
Women to assist county officials as 
junior commissioners this year.

Winning Teachers: The John Jordan 
Foundation and the Rotary Club 
of Sebastopol awarded grants 
for classroom projects to Kate 
Oitzinger, Lynn Stewart, Kent 
Wilson, Chris Correa, Dani Barese, 
Rachel Lasek, John Novak, and 
Ghislaine Gery.

Top Citizens: Citizens of the month 
for the first semester were Rachel 
Companey in September, Cody 
Garner in October, Sierra McLarty in 
November, Ivet Zamora in December.

Moving On Up: Sasha Walker, the 
witch in El Molino’s production of 
“Into the Woods” last year and a 
2013 grad, won the part of a servant 
in Anton Chekhov’s “The Cherry 
Orchard” at the Santa Rosa Junior 
College last month.

El Mo Artist: El Molino senior Sarah 
Kottler of Forestville has painted 
an 8’x10’ “Gateway of Heaven” 
wall mural in the law office of 
Dependency Legal Services in Santa 
Rosa to honor those who died in the 
Sandy Hook massacre in 2012.

Poetry Out Loud: Junior Gillian 
Barrios took third place in the 
county’s Poetry Out Loud contest, 
beating all schools but Montgomery 
and Rancho Cotate.

In Memory of Nacho: Groundskeeper 
Walt Gentry planted a Lincoln rose in 
the school’s Memorial Rose Garden 
to honor Ignacio “Nacho” Martinez, 
the school’s groundskeeper for 
almost 20 years. Martinez retired in 
2012 and died recently of leukemia.

Awesome Ag: El Molino’s FFA club 
was the highest scoring FFA team in 
this year’s Youth Grapevine Pruning 
Contest at SRJC’s Shone Farm. 
Among the top performers were 
Levi DeCarly, Jordan Dutton, Aleyah 
Banuelos and Jake Dutton. William 
Hamilton was a top scorer in the 
annual Viticulture Challenge.

Site Council: Newly elected 
members of the site council are: 
Parents Judy Miller, Anne Paneno, 
Jim Walton; students Sam Kang, 
Mary Rose Ohlin, Jordan Dutton; 
teachers John Grech, Kate Oitzinger, 
Steve Sumner; staff Mark Ballard; 
and principal Doria Trombetta. The 
council, representing the entire 
school community, serves as a lead-
ership team for accreditation and 
advises the principal and district 
administration.

LION GOLF TOURNAMENT
Don’t miss El Molino High School Foundation’s 
biggest annual fundraiser, its 7th Hawaiian Lion 
day of golf, auctions, dinner, raffle and fun on 
Friday, July 11, at the Tayman Park Golf Course in 
Healdsburg. Check-in begins at 11 am, shotgun 

starts at 1 pm, $125 for 18 holes, lunch, and dinner. Dinner-only 
option available. Contact Chris Carver, 707-888-9544, who is 
looking for players, sponsors and donors.

Our Immigrant 
Families: Deanna 
Downey and Rene 
Lunardi, left to 
right, studied 

their ancestors’ immigration from 
Greece and Italy for teacher Eric 
Wykoff’s social studies project, 
designed to make immigration real 
and personal for his students.

Road Trip to Ashland: 
Teachers John Grech, John 
Thomas and Danielle 
Barese took 17 students 

on the annual trek to the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival earlier this 
month. The Tempest was featured. 
The trips, privately sponsored by 
the teachers, are not activities of El 
Molino or the district.

For more events, information, and contacts, see the El Molino High School online calendar at elmolino.org.

Highest FFA 
Honors: Emily 
Eakins, Amanda 
Raffety, Bayley 
Wiltermood, and 

Ivet Zamora received the coveted 
State FFA Degree award last month, 
California’s highest Future Farmers 
of America honor given to only 3 
percent of the state’s members. 


