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A Word from the Principal 
 
Spring is a season full of activity at El Molino High School. Students are beginning 
the fourth quarter of the school year with seniors looking forward to their June 3rd 
graduation.  Class registration for the 2010-2011 school year is underway. Students 
are being encouraged to turn their registration forms in so that classes can be 
scheduled and students can discuss their plans for next year with their counselors 
before the summer holiday. Parents are invited to call their student’s counselor with 
any questions.   
 
STAR tests begin soon after we return. A link to the STAR test schedule can be found 
on the El Molino High School website.  A letter is sent to all parents and students 
about the value and importance of these tests. I urge all members of the school 
community to support our students’ efforts to do their best work on the STAR tests 
as they indicate the level of success of our students and of El Molino High School.   
Each afternoon finds many El Molino athletes enjoying our beautiful campus on the 
new all-weather track, tennis courts, baseball and softball diamonds, and the gym.  
Other Lions can be found at Ives Pool and Northwood Golf Course. The athletic 
calendar can be found on the El Molino High School website. Come and cheer our 
athletes to victory.  Go Lions! 

 
 
 



Counselors’ Corner 
 
We are moving forward with class sign-ups for the 2010-2011 school year.  All 
students have had classroom visits from counselors to go over classes and 
graduation requirements, and students who requested an individual meeting with 
their counselor are being contacted on a daily basis. Hopefully, this has been an 
opportunity for you to discuss with your student some of his/her education and 
career plans. At this point almost all students who are returning next year have done 
some career exploration work in our computer lab. Because kudernavigator.com is 
an Internet site, your student’s results can be accessed from any computer with 
Internet access. Ask your student how to find these results, or you can contact your 
counselor if you need help. 
 
Our seniors are working on plans for next year. Some are still waiting to hear from 4 
year colleges. Students attending Santa Rosa Junior College will be completing online 
applications in our computer lab the week of March 22nd. We have also arranged to 
administer the SRJC placement tests in English and math on Thursday, March 25th 
and Monday, March 30th right after school. Other Senior business includes those 
students who are completing credit makeup through our after school and 
independent study programs. If your student is making up credits, please encourage 
him or her to finish as soon as possible, because we are in the home stretch! 
 
For returning students who have lost credits, or may lose credits this semester, 
summer school is a good opportunity to get back on track for graduation. Summer 
school will be on the El Molino campus this summer, and applications should be to 
our site by early May. Again, contact your student’s counselor if you have questions. 
 

EL MO DANCE NEWS! 
 
The 2009-2010 school year has been an exciting time for the Dance Department.  
After rehearsing all summer, the El Molino Dance Company (EMDC) kicked off the 
first semester with an energized dance performance at the opening day rally for the 
entire student body.  Soon after, dancers in the Intermediate, Advanced, and 
Choreography classes auditioned their choreography and choreographers were 
chosen for the Winter Dance Showcase.  After months of diligent rehearsals, the 
2009 Winter Dance Showcase held December 3, 4 & 5 was a great success. 
Congratulations to the following student choreographers for their hard work, 
leadership, and creativity:  Intermediate: Mara Ponce, Ashley Wells, Rachel Allen, 
Calvin Sandeen, Ortencia Montano, and Sharon Ruiz; Advanced: Taylor Olmsted, 
Ashley Wells, Laura Paneno, Mikaela Gannon and Dani Daveiro; Choreography: Scott 
McMahan, Jonete DeStefano and Dani Daveiro;  EMDC: Liz Mack, Jonete DeStefano, 
Francesca Butler, Caitlin Harned, Kayla Andersen and Taylor Blechel.   
 
The Choreography and Beginning Dance classes joined forces to present the 2010 
March Dance Spectacular to packed and enthusiastic houses.  The beginning dancers 
lit up the El Molino Cafe Theater stage for the first time to discover the thrill of 
performing after months of preparation.  The choreographers for the two beginning 
classes deserve an extra round of applause.  The following hard working dance 
students took on the challenge of leading their peers and demonstrated persistence 
and dedication: 2° - Laurel Ponce, Danny Coxon, Ryan Affleck, Jasmin Carpenter, 
and Elda Montano; 5° - Sarafina Anglero-Evans, Daniel Doughty, Abby McKinney, 
and Kayla Arnold. Dancers in the Choreography class also graced the El Mo stage for 



the two evening performances of the March show after completing the 
Solo/Ensemble Dance Show during six block periods on Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 3 and 4.  Teachers eagerly signed up to bring their classes to watch the 
performances of the Choreography class; every period was full with up to 200 
students in the audience, who thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  Dancers in the 
Choreography class performed five solos, five duets, two trios, and two quintets for 
both the daytime and evening shows, which took extreme dedication, tenacity, and 
endurance.  This was quite a learning experience; members of the class commented 
that they now understood to some degree what it took to be a professional dancer.  
They are to be congratulated on their success. 
 
EMDC members have had a busy year as well. On Sunday, February 28, they 
attended a dance workshop in San Francisco at Lines Dance Center.  As part of the 
acclaimed Vision Series, EMDC members took classes in hip-hop, jazz, modern, 
partnering, and lyrical ballet from professional instructors along with dancers from 
other Northern California high schools.  On Saturday, March 20, EMDC members 
performed in the North Bay Dance Festival at the Spreckels Performing Arts in 
Rohnert Park, along with other professional and semi-professional dance groups 
chosen through an audition process.  EMDC has also been invited to perform at the 
Sonoma State University Dance Concert on Saturday, May 8.  SSU dance instructor, 
Nancy Lyons, will work with the Company in weeks prior to the performance to 
create a dance piece that will be performed along with other dances created in the 
college dance department.  
 
The year is not over yet and there is one more full-scale dance show presently 
underway, Dance Spectrum 2010. The Intermediate, Advanced and Choreography 
classes, along with EMDC, are featured in the production, to be held in the Analy 
Auditorium on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 22, 23 and 24. SAVE THE 
DATES!  Student choreographers for this concert include the following: Intermediate: 
Mara Ponce, Matt Riley and Jennifer Chastain.  Advanced; Laura Paneno, Viviana 
Hernandez, and Jonete DeStefano; Choreography: Dani Daveiro, Scott McMahan, 
Kayla Andersen, and Kirsten Kennedy;  EMDC: Jonete DeStefano, Francesca Butler, 
Rachel Allen, Jasmyn Hamblin, Kayla Andersen, Liz Mack, and Ashley Wells.  This 
promises to be another fantastic evening of dance entertainment.  For further 
information, stay tuned for bulletin announcements.   

 
COLLEGE & CAREER CENTER NEWS 
 
A wide variety of activities emanate from the College & Career Center during the 
month of March. This is a great time to point out why students can, should, and do 
use the College & Career Center. They come to: 
 
1. Explore which colleges have the major, the sport, the size, the cost, and the 
    faculty to meet their needs and desires. 
2. Learn more about financial aid. 
3. Look for appropriate scholarships. 
4. Borrow college catalogs. 
5. Get help with a resume. 
6. Look for a job. 
7. Research summer opportunities. 
 



We encourage all Seniors to come to the Career Center to obtain Regional 
Scholarship applications and other scholarships that are available. Also, students 
should continue to look at the College & Career Center website located on the El 
Molino webpage for scholarship listings. Local organizations are busy deciding who 
will receive El Molino’s local scholarships, which will be announced at Scholarship 
Night on Thursday, May 27th. It will take place in the El Molino Library at 
6:30 p.m. Seniors and their parents are invited and encouraged to attend this event 
where the accomplishments of the members of the Class of 2010 will be recognized. 
 
Seniors will be asked to complete a form regarding their plans for next year and list 
any scholarships they received. The Class of 2010 map in the College & Career 
Center will include the destinations for our June graduates. Scholarships will be listed 
on the graduation program. 
 
Juniors, now is the time to seriously consider what you want to do after graduation. 
Contemplate, for instance, what you want to study, where you want to live, the size 
of the school and community, and the cost. Do you want a four- year or a two- year 
college or university or a school focused on a particular area of study such as art, 
automobiles, or technology? Most importantly, do well in school and you will keep 
your options open! Keep in mind that the College & Career Center has many 
resources to help with your research and decision-making process. SAT and ACT test 
dates are fast approaching. Four-year college-bound students, please check the 
websites, collegeboard.com or act.org for test dates and registration information. 
Information is also available in the College & Career Center and the website. We 
recommend that Juniors take the tests in May or June this spring. Remember the 
SAT Subject tests if you are considering a University of California campus or another 
school that requires the test. 
 
As always, the arrival of warm weather means many students are anxious to line up 
summer jobs. I have very few available, local positions. If you or someone you know 
has an employment opening for a young person between the ages of 14 and 18 
please let Debbie Demeduc know (824-6554). The job openings are posted with 
qualifications, duties and method of application listed. Students will contact the 
employer to arrange for an interview. We have many qualified young people who are 
anxious to help in the community and earn spending money at the same time.  
 

El Molino Forensics is back!!! 
 
The El Molino Forensic (Speech and Debate) Team will be starting up again next 
year. Students will be learning speaking skills in a new class called Oral 
Interpretation. This course is designed for students who would like to learn 
communication skills including: argumentation, speaking style, and performance 
ability. Students will learn necessary and important leadership and public speaking 
skills that will help them be successful in the world beyond high school. Students will 
research, write, and give oral presentations. Participation in interscholastic speech 
and debate competition through the National Forensic League, California High School 
Speech Association, and the Golden Gate Speech Association, as well as membership 
in those organizations, is encouraged. Competitive events include Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Original Oratory, and several types of Debate as well as Humorous, 
Dramatic, and Duo Interpretation.  
 



Ginger Riley, an El Molino High School English and theater arts teacher, will teach the 
class.  She is a member of Outstanding Distinction in the National Forensic League 
and has had years of experience as a high school forensics coach. She has coached 
many students that have qualified for the National Speech Tournament, having won 
their State Tournament. They competed nationally in areas as diverse as Original 
Oratory, Extemporaneous Speaking, Lincoln-Douglas Debate, and Dramatic 
Interpretation. 
 

Science Department News 
 

• AP Biology and Biotechnology students participating in the CAMEOS project 
research about Marine Debris will be presenting their research data at UC 
Davis Bodega Marine Lab on Friday, May 14th. 

• AP Biology students will be participating at UC Davis at DNA Day, May 15th, 
studying proteomics in plants by working with Dr. Gilchrist who was a guest 
lecturer at El Molino. 

• Many El Molino High School science students are applying for summer science 
internships. 

• Biotechnology at El Molino has been approved as a UC approved Lab Science 
course fulfilling the “d” requirement for admission and also it is aligned to the 
Solano Community College Biotechnology Program, so students can receive 4 
units of college credit. 

• AP Biology and Biotechnology students will be working with professors at UC 
Davis Lawrence Livermore National Lab on April 17 to learn real time PCR 
(polymerase chain reaction) and they will produce millions of copies of DNA  
that they will analyze in the lab. 

• The Biotechnology Outreach Program had 36 fifth-grade students from 
Forestville Elementary School in their lab to introduce the elementary 
students to exciting lab skills in Biotechnology.   The fifth-grade students and 
the high school students have very positive feedback about this fun science 
day at El Molino High School. 

• A Biotechnology Summer Step-Up Class for Middle School students will be 
offered the week of June 14th.   This program gives great hands-on laboratory  
experiences to middle school students.   Check with Dan Blake at SCOE for 
enrollment forms dblake@scoe.org. 

• Three science professors were guest lecturers at El Molino and students 
enjoyed learning about science career pathways. 

 

Music Notes 
 
A long and hearty THAAAANK YOOOOU!!! to local businesses, parents, students, 
Chelsea Raff, community members, the Forestville and Guerneville bands, wineries, 
and the Spediacci's for their support and success of our annual Jazz & Pasta 
fundraiser last Friday. Many compliments were received about the sauce and the 
saucy music performed by the Jazz Band. 
 
While Mr. Wilson attended a teacher conference on March 6th, the Jazz Band 
performed at the Bob Burke's Benefit at the Sebastopol Community Church under 
the splendid leadership of students Spencer Park and Rose Paneno. Who needs 
Wilson anyway? 
 



Speaking of Spencer Park, he will be learning to coordinate a benefit-concert-
fundraising event for his senior project. Everyone in the community is invited to see 
local bands and our own student bands perform, Saturday, April 17 at 7:00 PM in the 
Cafe Theatre at ELMO. Donations graciously accepted. 
 
 

Project  SUCCESS 
 
Project SUCCESS will continue to provide services to our students for the 2010-2011 
school year.   With the support of teachers, counselors, staff members, and 
administrators, students are participating in information/support groups, community 
awareness activities, and individual meetings.   Our 2nd Annual Health and Safety 
Fair is taking place on March 30, 2010 in the school quad.   Students are also helping 
other students by actively participating in an awareness group.   The focus of the 
group is to share information that will encourage better decision-making and sharing 
information to help students deal with substance misuse. Project SUCCESS works in 
collaboration with Friday Night Live. Students interested in Project SUCCESS 
activities can talk to Flash Welch in the AD/Project SUCCESS office in the “I” 
building. 
 
Project SUCCESS also supports parents by providing FREE parenting workshops that 
take place every March at West County Community Services.   Parents learn about 
signs and symptoms of alcohol and drug misuse, adolescent development, 
strengthening relationships with your teen, setting limits, and more.   Individual, 
family, couples, and counseling is also available throughout the year at this facility.   
For more information about Project SUCCESS or other counseling services, please 
contact Flash Welch, Project SUCCESS Coordinator, at (707) 824-6578. 
 

Theater Arts News 
 
After a resoundingly successful run of FIDDLER ON THE ROOF (almost 1,000 people 
attended!), the Advanced Acting class is now working on their spring show, THE 
COMPLETE HISTORY OF AMERICA (Abridged).  Come see them “uncover the fast, 
funny, and physical highlights of American history, bringing you everything you 
should have learned in history class, but probably didn’t.” (Reduced Shakespeare 
Company) It’s a “roller-coaster ride through all American history.” (ibid.) Tickets will 
be available only at the door. So be there when we open at 7:00 p.m. for the  
7:30 p.m. curtain on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 20, 21 and 22. 
 
In other news, the Beginning Acting class is busily working on Dramatic Duet Acting 
scenes. Groups in Intermediate Acting are writing, filming, and editing 10-minute 
cross-curricular lessons. Finally, Stagecrafts is currently studying theatrical audio 
production. Go Theater Arts! 
 
 


